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who thinks Auschwitz was a 
Butlins-style holiday camp 
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Bee Carthew, Powellight 
founder and anti-immigration 
campaigner, has died 
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? 
Police are starting to 


crack down on Russia's violent 
racists and nazis 


a. Y +. 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous 
issues of the magazines. 


Search our archive for information on 
fascism and racism in Britain and 
internationally. Historical features, 
interviews and much more. 


To find out about fascism past and present 
visit www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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Nazi terrorism remains a threat 

THE RECENT spate of nazi-inspired terrorist 
trials in Britain is a useful reminder of the threat 
we continue to face from the far right. A new 
wave of nazi terrorism emerged in the early 
1990s with the formation of Combat 18 and a 
number of related splinter groups. These people, 
like those on trial recently, took their inspiration 
from the United States and gained technical 
assistance through the internet. 

While the Government is spending millions 
targeting those who promote terrorism under 
the name of Islam, and the propagandist 
methods with they indoctrinate their followers, 
it is vital that it does not ignore racist and nazi 
terrorism and its related propaganda. For too 
long the authorities have considered it a trivial 
issue or even denied its existence and allowed the 
peddlers of hate to spread their poison with 
apparent impunity. This has to stop before more 
blood is spilt. 

Next month Searchlight will be looking at this 
issue in more detail. 


Happy birthday 
Nelson Mandela recently celebrated his 90th 
birthday. There is no one alive on this planet who 


comes anywhere so near to encapsulating 
decency, forgiveness and tolerance as Nelson 
Mandela. He is rightly revered around the world 
as a true world statesman, including by many 
white South Africans who could still be 
described as racist. However, Mandela’s “rainbow 
nation’ is struggling. Beset by economic, political 
and social problems, South Africa is on the brink 
of a major crisis. While its apartheid history and 
the continued white dominance of the economy 
hangs large over South Africa, many of its 
current problems are being experienced across 
the world. A backlash against migrant workers 
and refugees, an unequal distribution of wealth 
and a growing sense of hopelessness among a 
significant section of its society is playing out in 
racial and nationalistic tones. 

Thabo Mbeki is Mandela’s successor but he is 
a very different man. Nothing could better sum 
up Mbeki’s political impotence than his refusal 
to intervene in the appalling crisis in Zimbabwe. 


Thank you 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
dozens of people who have contacted me about 
my “Where Now?” article in last month’s 
Searchlight. 1 have not had a response like it in 
the 17 years I have been linked to the magazine. 
Moreover, I genuinely think it is initiating a 
debate and, whatever position one takes on the 
strategy to beat the BNP, that can only be good 
for the whole movement. 
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21 June. Searchlight 
believes that their time 
would have been better 
spent campaigning in 
crucial by-elections in 
east London 
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By Nick Lowles 


ast month Searchlight began a debate 
on the future direction of the anti- 
fascist movement, believing that it was 
time to reassess why the BNP was 
attracting such support and consequently 
how could we reverse this trend. Since then 
many people have taken up this discussion, 
both within Searchlight and beyond. 
The New Statesman carried a reduced 
version of the Where Now? article, Unison 
held a debate between Searchlight and 
Unite Against Fascism (UAF) at its recent 
conference and dozens of people have 
contacted me with their own views. 

We welcome this healthy and_ lively 
debate. Over the next two months we will 
carry more articles and letters on our 
direction and we will be establishing a page 
on our website (www.hopenothate.org.uk) 
that will allow more people to air their 
views. After that we hope to bring together 
the themes and opinions in one document. 

Debating is good and the various 
responses and discussions about my article 


~ are helping me crystallise my own thoughts 


further. I will look to develop these over the 
coming weeks. 

However, the crux of the issue facing us is 
how do we win back the communities that 
are currently voting for the BNP and stop 
similar communities supporting the far- 
right party in the future? Searchlight has 
developed a strategy that can win elections 
by turning out more voters opposed to the 
BNP. Although this has been successful in 
pushing back the BNP in places such as 
Oldham, Sandwell and Bradford, we admit 
that it is not enough. 

The UAF, meanwhile, follows a strategy 
that mobilises young people around music 


Oe) Leaving thecomfortzone 


and larger city centre events but Searchlight 
would contend that, while it might attract 
young people to the cause, it does nothing to 
change the political conditions in our 
battlefield areas. 

Last month summed up our reservations 
about the UAF strategy. While Searchlight 
was focusing on two crucial by-elections in 
east London, the UAF held a 2,000-strong 
national demonstration in central London. 
We think this was misguided. It might have 
attracted some media headlines, though we 
doubt it, but it did nothing to assist in these 
vital election campaigns. 

We have to move away from rallies and 
marches. In a recent article UAF national 
secretary Weyman Bennett suggested that the 
absence of BNP marches was a sign of its 
weakness. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. The BNP has realised that power, 
under the current political system, is won 
through elections and that means doorstep 
campaigning. Whether we like it or not, we 
have to respond and that means working 
tirelessly to stop the BNP from winning 
elections and working with mainstream parties 
to ensure this happens. After all, for the BNP 
to lose somebody else has to win. 

Some people are worried about us airing 
these differences in public, but they are 
wrong. As long as discussion goes on in a 
coherent, friendly and constructive manner 
then it can only be good for the anti-fascist 
movement. It is also important to have a 
genuine debate and so to this end we invite 
the UAF to submit an article for the next 
issue of Searchlight or even hold a debate at 
TUC Congress in September. 

Let me take this opportunity to be 
absolutely clear, we are not condemning 
everything everybody else does as wrong, 
nor are we arrogant enough to believe that 
we have all the answers, but it is quite clear 
that none of our current strategies is perfect 
at the moment. 

Of course the talking must eventually end 
and action begin, and so it will by the end of 
September, but in the meantime there is 
room for debate. This discussion allows 
us to reflect on our current strategies 
and hopefully sharpen our thoughts and 
analysis. Only then can we leave the comfort 
zone and really begin addressing some of the 
difficult issues that we face. ~<a 


Last month Searchlight launched a debate on the direction and priorities for the anti- 
fascist movement. This month we print three of the many responses we have had to our 
initial article. These are the views of readers rather than Searchlight but we are genuinely 
keen to widen the debate. 

We are also launching a Where now section on our website (www.hopenotehate.org.uk) 
and over the next couple of months we will carry more articles, so if you would like to 
contribute to the debate please email us at nick@stopthebnp.org.uk 


THE ANSWER IS POLITICAL 


Bob Archer 


et THE DISCUSSION opened up in 
the last Searchlight by Nick Lowles about 
the politics of fighting the BNP is most welcome. 

However, in debates | have participated in, some 
of the responses appear to have missed the point. 
Some Labour Party members seem to see the 
question as a matter of galvanising complacent 
councillors and activists into going out to the 
electorate and getting out the vote. 

That begs the question why the Labour Party has 
so few activists left who are prepared to take the 
message to the doorstep. 

Others believe that community activists and 
sympathisers in the localities can be mobilised on 
an anti-BNP campaign and that Labour councillors 
and MPs can win seats on the coat-tails of that. 

Surely the point of the discussion is that working 
class voters see very little to defend in the record of 
recent years of Labour government. They either 
don't vote in enough numbers to beat the ones the 
BNP can mobilise, or they themselves switch to an 
alternative such as the Cameron Conservative Party 
or the BNP. 

Gather any group of local people who care about 
their community and its problems, and they are as 
likely as not to be most moved by opposition to 
some initiative or policy from the present 
government. 

The question at issue is: what can mobilise a 
struggle inside the working class itself that can beat 
the hatred, racism and xenophobia that the BNP 
coins out of the prevailing sense of betrayal, 
impotence and festering injustice? 

Surely somebody needs to stand up and say that 
there has to be a massive programme of council- 
house building under local public control to the 
highest standards, in line with rigorous planning 
and environmental controls and backed by a 
properly planned infrastructure? 

Surely somebody needs to call for trade union 
laws imposed by Thatcherite class warriors to be 
repealed? 

Surely a candidate who claims to represent the 
voters of Dagenham, Stoke on Trent, Dewsbury 
and all the other classic Labour seats threatened by 
the BNP needs to call for a stop to the wholesale 
privatisation of public services like local council 
services, education and the NHS? 

Would not working class communities gain in 
strength and cohesion from a campaign to increase 
the state pension? 

A struggle to unite communities to fight for these 
things would pull the rug from under the far right. 


TARGETING THE BNP LEADERSHIP 


et: THINK THE most important challenge 
facing anti-racists in the UK at present is to 
recognise the fact that the BNP are close to changing the 
political landscape in the UK forever. 

All of our efforts and energy have to go on a targeted 
programme to expose the real nazi, fascist and frequently 
violent backgrounds of the BNP leadership. Most BNP 
voters do not even realise that Nick Griffin and his clique 
have violent antisemitic views, want to ban abortion and 
actually want to do away with elections once they gain power. 

Unfortunately, the BNP are becoming dangerously 
established as the alternative vote for working and non- 
working class people in Britain who feel abandoned by the 
Labour Party. 

Labour abandoned almost any pretension to being a 
meaningful democratic socialist party for working class 
people in the 1970s when it was taken over by zealots who 
put political purity ahead of sensible mainstream policies 
that tackled economic and social inequality. 

Roy Hattersley called the 1983 election manifesto the 
longest suicide note in history and he wasn’t wrong. Labour 
went after middle-class/middle England votes in the 1990s 
assuming that working class people would always vote 
Labour because there was nowhere else to go. 

Now we have the situation that large sections of traditional 
Labour voters have abandoned the Party in favour of the 
BNP who are the only alternative in many areas. 

White working class voters in traditional Labour 
heartlands are not intrinsically racist but they are intrinsically 
conservative. Labour, the Liberal Democrats and the Greens 
need to reconnect with these people demonstrating that they 
do understand that many people feel left behind by the so- 
called economic miracles of the past 27 years. 

You can't blame working class people for voting BNP if 
they are the only party to even try and relate to these fears. 
Unless the liberal left targets the BNP leadership for 
annihilation, the BNP will develop into a genuine fourth 
party in the UK in the way that the FN in France and 
various right-wing parties in Italy have become part of 

the establishment. 

The only thing that has stopped the BNP from taking this 
step so far is the collection of nutters and losers who make up 
its leadership. With a Peter Mandelsonesque makeover the 
BNP could become a mainstream party overnight. 

Once the BNP reaches respectability we will never be 
able to put the genie back into the bottle and racism and 
discrimination will become mainstream — all of the political 
parties will move towards the BNP and Britain will become 
the sort of country that John Tyndall and the rest could 


only dream of. 


M@ The author of this article asked for his name to be left off the 
article. He is however a longstanding Labour Party member in 
the East Midlands, a past activist with the Anti Nazi League 

and a former councillor. 
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Community organising to beat the BNP 


By Paul Meszaros 


WE CANNOT HOPE to beat 

the BNP simply by simply 
calling them racist or fascist. It is 
unlikely that this yah boo name 
calling strategy was ever that 
successful, but it is absolutely the case 
that anti-fascism needs to transcend 
playground nomenclature. What is at 
stake however is a battle for hearts 
and minds in some of our most 
neglected communities and estates. 
How can we build a resistance to the 
BNP and their propaganda so that we 
can reclaim those communities where 
the BNP appear to be winning? 

Of course anti-fascism cannot afford 
to exist in a vacuum and we recognise 
therefore that in the political battle to 
stop the BNP winning it is necessary 
for them to be beaten by a proper 
political party. To this end we have 
worked with all the major parties to 
strengthen both their resolve and 
capacity to combat and defeat the 
BNP. We can point to many examples 
where our intervention has been the 
clear difference between winning and 
losing, where our intervention, 
political understanding and 
organisational ability proved decisive. 
It is also a fact that in the majority of 
cases this has meant developing a 
closer relationship with the Labour 
Party simply because it is Labour 
seats that tend to be most vulnerable 
to the BNP. 

However on the estates and in the 
communities that are threatened by the 
BNP (we should be ever mindful that it 
is those areas where the BNP are strong 
that are the first victims of fascism), we 
have to have a strategy that works to 
reclaim these areas. This is the job of 
anti-fascism. In order to reclaim hearts 
and minds in these areas we have to be 
able to address the concerns and 
anxieties of those inhabitants. We have 
to know what exactly are these 
anxieties and complaints, meaning that 


we have to work in these areas, be 
involved in a dialogue with their people 
and be in a position to show an 
alternative way, a better way than the 
BNP. At its simplest level this means 
counter posing hope for the area over 
hate. This is the essence of community- 
based campaigning. It is unglamorous, 
it can be tedious, it is hard work and 
there are no guaranteed outcomes, but 
this is the coalface where the struggle 
against the BNP will be won or lost. 

Defeating the BNP requires that we 
build broad alliances in threatened 
areas. However this process can be 
fraught. We are not talking about a 
couple of figureheads, however useful 
they might be, making a public 
pronouncement or writing a letter to 
the local paper. To be successful we 
need to build alliances on the ground 
that are made up of local people with 
a vested interest in the area. We need 
the local vicar on board more than 
the bishop! 

These alliances in themselves can 
become liberating. In areas with a 
high BNP presence it can be 
intimidating to oppose them. That is 
why campaigning in that territory is 
so important because it can mobilise 
people who might otherwise have 


stayed marginalised. By consciously 
seeking to address local concerns, 
by adopting unashamedly old- 
fashioned, proper community 
development mores, we can start to 
become relevant to local people's 
concerns. This emphasis readily 
allows us to interface with local 
voluntary and not for profit 
organisations, whose support and 
know how is critical in building an 
activist base. Through this patient 
and sometimes slow work we are 
able to develop networks whose 
strength lies in their diversity. 

Local trade union officials meeting 
with local voluntary sector activists, 
local clergy from all denominations 
and faiths and local anti-fascists allow 
ordinary concerned residents a safe 
space where they can express not 
only their opposition to the BNP but 
also localised perspectives on how 
their appeal can be mitigated. 

All too often there is a perception 
that all we need is a big splash, a way 
to unmask the BNP and show them up 
for what they are. However the reality 
for ordinary voters faced with local, 
well dressed BNP activists who are 
able to articulate and an-swer local 
grievances, is that name calling is 


Next month: GOING LOCAL Nick Lowles explores what he mean 
and why this has to be the priority for the anti-fascist movement 


In Keighley anti-fascists confronted the BNP 
lies head on and as a result won voters back 


actually counter-productive. Voters in 
these areas know the BNP are 
supposed to be racist, but actually see 
them as occupying the same 
marginalised, underdog position that 
they are in. Flashy pop concerts and 
rallies across town may get media 
coverage and may assuage the guilt of 
those who don't fancy the real hard 
slog, but they have at best no effect 
on the estates or when done badly are 
actually counter productive. 

This is not to say that we eschew 
interventions at a cultural or fun level. 
For example the success of Keighley 
Together was that it changed the 
whole political climate in the town and 
put the BNP on the defensive for the 
first time. Sometimes events are 
important but they have to fit into the 
overall goal of empowering local 
people to resist racist and fascist 
explanations. Community fun days 
where local people are involved in the 
planning, organisation and delivery 
not only build that capacity but leave a 
legacy of goodwill in the area. Just the 
fact that the community is brought 
together can have a healing and 
positive effect that readily translates 
itself into electoral defeat for the BNP. 

This is the strategy that has been 
followed in West Yorkshire and the 
result in Bradford is that the BNP are 
riven and demoralised. They only 
stood eight candidates in May partly 
because of the pressure they are put 
under in areas where they believe 
they are strong. Who would have 
thought that the BNP would have no 
presence whatsoever in Keighley by 
2008? That they have been routed is 
testament to all the ordinary men and 
women who came to the defence of 
their estate when it was under threat. 
They could never have been 
mobilised without the community- 
based campaigns that were 
undertaken by local anti-fascists. — 
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in the short term. 


Home news 


The worst of two worlds 


By Gerry Gable 


ONE OF THE greatest fears since the 
9/11 terrorist attacks has been at what 
point neo-nazi terrorists would act 
upon the common ground they clearly 
enjoy with al-Qaeda in their hatred of 
Jews and democracy. 

The signs were already there when 
the crazed long-time nazi and Satanist 
David Myatt converted to Islam. Myatt, 
who now calls himself Abdul-Aziz ibn 
Myatt, was one of the two leaders of the 
tiny extreme nazi National Socialist 
Movement. It was the NSM that David 
Copeland, now serving six life sentences 
after three people died in his London 
bomb attacks in 1999, joined after he 
left the BNP. 

Copeland too sought an extreme 
form of Islam around a year after he 
was imprisoned. 

Now Stephen Jones is following in 
their footsteps. A former BNP member, 
Jones, who is serving life for murder, 
converted to Islam and has been trying 
to radicalise young prisoners at 
Whitemoor maximum security prison 


Road hogs 
By Gerry Gable 


THERE IS NOTHING like an election 
campaign to bring out the British 
National Party’s worst drivers. 

Anew crime was added to the list last 
month when anti-BNP campaigners 
gathering outside Chadwell Heath 
station on 15 June, in preparation for 
distributing leaflets for a Barking and 
Dagenham council by-election on 3 
July, saw a vehicle draw up and an 
attempt made to take their pictures, no 
doubt for the Redwatch terror website. 

In a half-baked attempt to conceal 
his identity, the driver of what an 
activist described as a purple Hyundai 
Matrix or Trajet people carrier had 
removed both front and rear number 
plates, a criminal offence. That evening, 
using the pseudonym Scooterist, he 
posted on the Stormfront nazi forum 
promising to post the photos he had 
taken. They never appeared. The man is 
described as in his mid to late forties, 
short, stocky and balding with very 


in Cambridgeshire, where around 30% 
of prisoners are Muslim. 

Staff at Whitemoor had complained 
about the difficulty of maintaining 
discipline over a group of Muslim 
extremist prisoners. The Prison 
Officers’ Association believes extremist 
Muslim prisoners should be kept apart 
from other inmates who are often 
vulnerable to exploitation. 

After Jones became a Muslim he 
threatened to get his friends to kill the 
prison imam, a moderate who looked 
after Muslim prisoners’ religious 
concerns. The prison governor took 
the threats very seriously, especially as 
they extended to the imam’s family. 

Jones has been placed in a 
segregation unit with two other 
Muslims after being suspected of 
recruiting for groups allied to 
al-Qaeda. 

What is it that attracts hardline 
nazis to extreme Islam? Is it the purity 
of unreason, or just their insane 
motivation and hatred? 


short hair. 

In March, during a council by- 
election campaign in Havering, east 
London, Jason Douglas, a convicted 
football hooligan, stalked two young 
women anti-fascist campaigners by 
following their car in his taxi cab for 
several miles. 

Lawrence Rustem, a BNP councillor 
in Barking and Dagenham, also has a 
reputation for bad driving, to the 
extent that BNP members try to avoid 
being given a lift by him. 

In Henley during last month's 
parliamentary by-election campaign 
residents were ringing the police to 
complain that the BNP’s portable tow 
truck sporting a large BNP poster was 
being parked blocking people's drives 
and in bus stops. A police officer said 
he thought no action could be taken 
as the offending vehicle was part of an 
election campaign. We hope his 
superior officer has put him straight. 
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The apologist for 
terror and the BBC - 


The chances are you haven’t heard of Nicholas aving written a number of 
Kollerstrom. At first glance this North London books on astronomy quite 
resident, who holds a PhD in astronomy, appears ys <epetaapees sean 
quaintly eccentric with his keen interest in the Ce he 
“science” of alchemy. Harmless enough you might But it was not long before Kollerstrom 
think. But behind the veneer Nicholas Kollerstrom was fully immersed in it. It was to be 
is in fact an antisemite, Holocaust denier and some baptism. 

apologist for terror. David Williams investigates. On 22 February 2007 Kollerstrom 


joined the forum of an American 
Holocaust denial website called 
ironically the Campaign for Open 
Debate on the Holocaust (CODOH). 
His user name was “astro3”. CODOH is 
run by Bradley R. Smith, a veteran 
Californian antisemite who founded the 
organisation in 1987 with the assistance 
of Mark Weber of the Institute of 
Historical Review (IHR). Smith too was 
closely associated with the IHR, which is 
the world’s leading forum for Holocaust 
denial, and Weber, a former member of 
the neo-nazi National Alliance, was a 
co-director of CODOH. Smith used to 
publish a newsletter called Prima Facie, 
which denied that Jews were 
exterminated during the Holocaust and 
which was gleefully advertised in 
Spearhead, then the house organ of the 
British National Party. 

In an essay entitled “The Auschwitz 
‘Gas Chamber’ Illusion” Kollerstrom 
argued that although there were gas 
chambers at Auschwitz these “were 
operated for purposes of hygiene and 
disinfection, in order to save lives 
and not take them”. The real victims, 
he argued, were the Germans beca- 
use: “As surprising as it may sound, the 
only intentional mass extermination 
program in the concentration camps 
of WW2 was targeted at Germans. 
From April, 1945 five million Germans 
were rounded up after surrendering, 
and deliberately starved until well 
over one million had died.” 


Nicholas Kollerstrom at Press TV with the veteran 
Holocaust denier Michéle Renouf, who introduced 
him to the Iranian satellite channel 


By comparison the Jews had a rather 
nice time. In an article entitled “School 
Trips to Auschwitz” posted on CODOH 
in March 2008 Kollerstrom put forward 
his view that Auschwitz was not in fact 
a horrific death camp, but a Nazi-run 
Butlins-style holiday camp, where 
inmates could sunbathe by “the 
elegant swimming pool” while 
watching water-polo matches, and 
paint pictures and read _ books 
serenaded by no fewer than six 
orchestras. They could also go to the 
cinema, theatre or, if the urge took 
them, the brothel, or simply write 
postcards to loved ones, which the 
postman would collect “twice weekly”. 

Kollerstrom believes his arguments 
are original and groundbreaking. 
However, as even a cursory perusal 
of his writings reveals, his “research” 
is nothing of the sort. It represents 
the undigested and regurgitated 
pseudo-science of comprehensively 
discredited sources such as Fred 
Leuchter. Kollerstrom denies he is a 
Holocaust denier. He might even 
believe it. He recently wrote to the 
Jewish Chronicle protesting _ his 
innocence and denying he was a 
Nazi sympathiser. 

Whether or not he is a Nazi 
sympathiser is immaterial. He uses 
far-right antisemitic sources to 
argue far-right antisemitic causes. 
Kollerstrom is a Holocaust denier. 

Holocaust denial is not Kollerstrom’s 
only interest. He is also particularly 
active in what is broadly known as the 
9/11 “truth” movement, which peddles 
some of the craziest conspiracy 
theories around. 

Kollerstrom is not, as he is wont to 
style himself, a courageous lone 
researcher seeking to penetrate 
beyond the “official” narrative of the 


Before he embraced antisemitism Nicholas 
Kollerstrom wrote books on astronomy 


terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001 
and 7 July 2005. He is a fantasist 
who seeks to defend the indefensible. 
Of the 7/7 bombers he wrote: “Very 
simply, there is no evidence that puts 
the four alleged bombers in London 
on that morning, let alone setting 
off explosives, that would stand up in 
a court of law for two minutes. 
Period, end of story.’ 

Kollerstrom completely ignores the 
incontrovertible evidence of their 
guilt, harassing and distressing the 
victims’ families with his spurious 
claims that it was a “false flag” 
operation perpetrated by “CIA- 
Mossad-MI6” to buttress the case for 
the “war on terror”. One could dismiss 
him as a deluded idiot but taken 
together with his Holocaust denial it is 
hard to see him as anything other than 
an apologist for terror. 

His activities were highlighted on 
12 April when he attended the launch 
of the peace activist Milan Rai’s book 
about the London bombings and 
attempted to hijack it, giving a speech 
from the floor on the supposed 
“innocence” of the terrorists. Survivors 
of the 7/7 attacks such as Rachel North 
were appalled. She was not alone. 
On 14 April Kollerstrom was 
unmasked as a Holocaust denier by 
the Blairwatch website. 

Three days later Tony Gosling, who 
moderates the 911forum website to 
which — Kollerstrom contributed, 
banned discussion of the Holocaust 
in a thread entitled “Mossad trick - 
Link 9/11 Truth to Holocaust Denial”. 
Even when confronted with irrefut- 
able proof that Kollerstrom was an 
antisemite, the “truth’ movement 
interpreted it as evidence of an Israeli 
plot to discredit their beliefs by linking 
them to antisemitism. 


Nicholas Kollersirom 


Newton’s Forgotten 
Lunar Theory 


Kollerstrom aside, there is ample 
evidence that antisemitism and 
Holocaust denial remain rife within 
the so-called “truth” movement, where 
the denizens of such forums can be 
found muttering darkly about 9/11 
being a “Zionist crime”, which 
dovetails neatly with Islamist claims 
that it was an “inside job” 

Perhaps the most famous son of the 
“truth” movement is the former MI5 
agent turned “whistle blower” David 
Shayler who, if the Daily Mail is to be 
believed, now proclaims himself to 
be the Son of God. Further evidence 
that Shayler is experiencing some 
psychological difficulty came in a 
recent speech in which he stated, “we 
know from documents like the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion that 
the New World Order were going to 
use control of the money supply 
to create depressions and recessions”. 
The Protocols is a notorious forgery from 
tsarist times, often quoted by nazis. 

Kollerstrom had held an honorary 
research fellowship in University 
College London (UCL) Science and 
Technology Studies. However, when 
his activities became known UCL 
terminated the fellowship with 
“immediate effect” on 22 April. 

Running out of forums in which to 
peddle his odious views, Kollerstrom 
turned to the Iranian satellite 
television station Press TV, founded in 
July 2007 “to break the global media 
stranglehold of Western outlets” and 
to compete with other satellite 


channels such as the BBC, CNN and 
Al Jazeera. It is funded up to the hilt 
by the Iranian regime to the tune of 
27 million dollars. 

In its mission statement Press TV 
claims to offer “unbiased” reporting 
and “in-depth and complete analyses B= 


of current affairs, — portraying 
viewpoints, which are often ignored 
by current mainstream media 
outlets” Quite what this meant was 
revealed on 18 May 2008 when 
Press TV reproduced on its website 
Kollerstrom’s article “The Walls of 
Auschwitz’, which claimed the gas- 
sing of the Jews was “scientifically 
impossible”. 

Press TV became acquainted with 
Kollerstrom through the agency of 
David Irving's cheerleader-in-chief, 
Lady Michele Renouf. On 7 May, 
shortly after his dismissal from UCL, 
Kollerstrom had approached her for 
“advice” on whether he would be able 
to “travel safely” to Germany to 
present his paper “the Walls of 
Auschwitz” to an academic conference 
in Berlin on the Holocaust. Never mind 
that he had not been invited nor 
was welcome at what was after all 
a genuine historical conference 
rather than an antisemitic free-for-all. 
Renouf advised him against going as 
he would no doubt be imprisoned, 
though this did not deter her from 
seeking a press pass for the event 
herself, which was refused. 

Renouf recommended to Press TV 
that they interview Kollerstrom about 
his “scientific article”. Renouf has some 
clout with the Iranian media, boasting 
on her website of her “elected role” to 
take Tehran's antisemitic road show 
to Europe following her participation 
in the Tehran-sponsored Holocaust 
denial conference. There, to her 
evident delight, she met President 
Ahmadinejad, the toast of antisemites 
the world over following his calls for 
Israel to be wiped off the map. 

Press TV duly broadcast an interview 
with the “distinguished academic” on 
14 May. Kollerstrom evidently hoped 


that a scientific journal could be 
persuaded to sponsor his own on- 
site chemical analysis of the walls 
of Auschwitz “in the tradition of 
the Leuchter Report and the Rudolf 
Report”. 

His self-induced fall from grace did 
not deter the BBC from_ inviting 
Kollerstrom to be the subject of one 
programme in the new series of 
The Conspiracy Files to be broadcast 
in autumn. There was outrage when 
it was revealed that the BBC had paid 
his expenses though it emphatically 
denied paying him a fee. The Evening 
Standard revealed how in a particularly 
ghoulish manner Kollerstrom took to 
pestering and harassing the families of 
those who had lost loved ones in the 
7/7 bombings. He put it to the father of 
one victim of the Tavistock Square 
bus bombing that her body had 
been placed there by the British, 
American and Israeli security services. 
He appears unmoved by the distress 
he caused. 

According to the Evening Standard 
the BBC also paid for him to travel 
to Leeds to try to meet the family of 
the 7/7 ringleader Mohammed 
Sidique Khan and the relatives of 
the other bombers. They all refused 
to meet him. The victims’ families 
have uniformly branded the 
BBC's. disgraceful indulgence of 
Kollerstrom’s warped theories an utter 
outrage. John Taylor, whose daughter 
died at Aldgate, observed “he is 
helping the terrorists more than 
anything and | am not happy with the 
BBC giving him a platform”. 

There are plenty of others equally 
astonished that the BBC should use 
pubic money to further the activities 
and agenda of a hardcore Holocaust 
denier and apologist for terrorism. ~< 
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Michele Renouf 


MICHELE RENOUF 


Cheerleader-in-chief to the writer 
David Irving, Lady Michele Renouf, 
who gained her title from a brief 
marriage to the Australian financier Sir 
Frank Renouf, has earned a reputation 
as one of the most active antisemites 
in Britain and indeed Europe. 

Renouf, who runs Telling Films, a 
company that distributes DVDs 
denying the Holocaust, was banned 
from addressing the Croydon BNP 
branch by Nick Griffin, the party 
chairman, for fear her presence might 
taint the BNP. Ever one for the double 
standard, Griffin was spotted sharing 
a platform with her in the US together 
with David Duke, the former Ku Klux 
Klan leader, in 2005. She attended the 
Holocaust denial conference in Tehran 
in 2006 and has maintained her links 
to Iranian antisemites ever since. 


RICHARD EDMONDS 


Richard Edmonds, who was the BNP’s 
national activities organiser in the 
1990s, has recently found a new 
acceptability within the BNP for the 
Jew-baiting and Holocaust denial he 
has made his speciality for three 
decades both here and abroad. 
This should come as no surprise ina 
party that has adopted Arthur Kemp's 
classic antisemitic work March of the 
Titans as its main ideological primer. 
After the BNP came into existence, 
Edmonds picked up from where Martin 
Webster, the national organiser of the 
National Front during its 1970s heyday, 


ust deniers 
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Richard Edmonds 


left off by producing a new edition of 
the NF's Holocaust News. Hundreds 
of thousands of copies of this hate 
sheet were distributed internationally. 
A devotee of David Irving Edmonds 
demonstrated against Irving's 
imprisonment in Austria outside the 
Austrian Embassy in 2005. 


YAKOB ZAKI 


Born James Dickie, Yakob Zaki is a 
Muslim convert who works as an 
associate director of the pro-lranian 
Muslim Institute, in which capacity he 
has contributed Holocaust denial 
articles to its publication Crescent 
International as well as the Tehran- 
based publication Kayhan. 
Addressing a rally of the Islamist 
group al-Muhajiroun in Wembley in 
April 1998 Zaki declared: “nobody was 
gassed to death in the concentration 
camps ... David Irving has the right 
idea, destroy the Holocaust myth and 
you have destroyed Israel.” 


DAVID IRVING 


Once upon a time David Irving had a 


promising historical career ahead of 
him and his books were favourably 
reviewed by mainstream broadsheet 
papers. But his reputation has gone 
downhill since he was branded a liar 
in a libel action over his 1968 book 
The Destruction of Convoy PQ17. 

He has accumulated bans from 
entering several countries and has 
convictions in Europe. 
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David Irving 


He famously lost a libel action 
against the American academic 
Deborah Lipstadt, when Mr Justice 
Gray described him an “active 
Holocaust denier’, an antisemite and 
racist who “associates with right-wing 
extremists who promote neo-Nazism” 
and who “for his own ideological 
reasons persistently and deliberately 
misrepresented and manipulated 
historical evidence” He was imprisoned 
in Austria in 2005 for “glorifying and 
identifying with the German Nazi 
Party” Nevertheless Irving maintains 
his high standing among antisemites 
the world over and enjoys substantial 
financial backing from them. 


JAMES THRING 


James Thring, who is the convener of 


Planning for Peace and the author 

of Peace with Iran, was a close 
confidant of the veteran antisemite 
Lady Jane Birdwood. In May 2002 he 
spoke at a conference in Baghdad 
alongside the Russian fascist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, the French far-right 
activist Serge Thion and the Respect 
MP George Galloway. He has declared 
that Israel is “an illegal, criminal, 
psychopathic, belligerent, apartheid 
entity bent on desecrating the Holy 
Land and destroying anyone or even 
any country that tries to seek 

justice for the Palestinians”. 

After David Irving's imprisonment in 
2005 Thring was among those who 
demonstrated outside the Austrian 
Embassy for his release. 
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The BNP leadership challenge peters out 


By Nick Lowles 


f a week is a long time in politics 

then several months is an eternity. 

Six months ago Nick Griffin and 

his close supporters were feeling the 
pressure from a rebellion by a 
significant section of his membership. 
Over 60 branch and regional officers, 
boosted by some full-time party 
organisers, joined the opposition to the 
authoritarian manner in which Griffin 
ran the party and protected his close 
friends who were clearly not up to the 
jobs they had been given. 

With swathes of the party 
organisatig:: in many of its key areas up 
in arms it svas doubtful whether Griffin 
could hold on. There were allegations 
of theft and illegal bugging, police 
investigations and accusations of 
financial mismanagement. 

The rebels went “on strike” from their 
party positions, followed by some 
resignations and sackings. They then 
launched an opposition website, Voice 
of Change, held a conference attended 
by over 100 BNP members from across 
the country and withheld money from 
the party. 

At first it seemed the momentum was 
with them but several months later 
there is little left of the rebellion. 
Its leaders were expelled or isolated and 
lesser figures were “encouraged” back 
into the fold. As the May 2008 elections 
drew nearer the focus of most party 
activists changed and many rallied 
around the party and its leadership. 


In_an.< attempt to. revive, the 
opposition, the day after the elections 
Kirklees councillor Colin Auty 


announced his intention to challenge 
Griffin for the leadership (see last 
month’s Searchlight). But even this 
appears to have died a death before it 
got properly under way. 

Little has been heard of Auty since 
then, his team appears to be struggling 


to get the required 100 signatures to 
stand for leader and even some of 
his former supporters, such as the 
Leeds councillor Chris Beverley, have 
deserted him. 

The other rebel leaders have also gone 
quiet. In what was to be one of the final 
postings on the Voice of Change 
website, lan Dawson wrote on 7 May 
that he was “absolutely delighted” that 
Auty had decided to stand. “These two 
words sum up my feelings at this 
present time. I am eternally grateful that 
a strong leadership challenger has come 
forward to challenge Nick Griffin for 
the Party Leadership,” he declared. 

After a long diatribe in which he 
repeated his belief that Griffin was 
holding back the party, he concluded: 
“The time has come for the BNP to be 
run as a democracy. The time has come 
for Griffin to stand down as Party 
Leader. The time has come for the 
membership to back Colin Auty.” 

Perhaps, some uncharitable people 
might add, the time has come for 
Dawson to wake up and _ smell 
the coffee! 

Perhaps he has. Since Dawson's 
posting, apart from one story five days 
later about supporting a BNP member 
in Middlesbrough who lost his job, 
the Voice of Change website has not 
been updated. 

Auty’s inaction probably reflects his 
dismal position. On the day he 
announced his intention to stand, he 
set up a Challenge for Leadership blog 
which carried various reports on, 
interviews with and articles by Auty. 
However, that too has ground to a halt, 
with the last posting made on 7 June. 

At one point it appeared that Auty 
would not be alone in challenging 
Griffin. Last month’ Searchlight 
reported rumours that Chris Jackson, 
last year’s leadership challenger, was 


considering throwing his hat into the 
ring again. It seemed that one 
humiliation was not enough for the 
former North West regional organiser 
and football hooligan. 

However, as we go to press it appears 
that he has come to his senses and 
decided to delay his move for another 
12 months. On his Jackson4leader 
website, his supporters wrote: “The trial 
Leadership Challenge mounted in 2007 
was meant as a forerunner for a serious 
challenge in 2008. However, the 
situation in the Party is now so confused 
that the serious challenge has been 
postponed until 2009.” 

While Jackson boasts of preparing a 
long term assault on the leadership, 
he and his supporters have little time 
for Auty’s attempt. “In our view this is 
a frivolous challenge with no likelihood 
of success. Up until a few months ago 
the promoters of this challenge were 
lauding the Party Leadership and 
denigrating supporters of the 2007 
challenge. They are also very much 
associated with liberal policies, which 
we view as contrary to proper 
nationalist principles.” 

The Jackson camp goes on to attack 
the party for focusing on next year’s 
European elections. While he is 
undoubtedly correct in his view 
that Griffin’s main interest is the huge 
salary and expenses that would come his 
way as an MEP, he offers a rather 
bizarre objection to standing in the 
elections at all. 

“There seems no political reason for 
[contesting these elections] as MEPs 
have no real power or function beyond 
boosting the European Commission.” 
Rather Jackson believes that all 
the party’s energy should be devoted 
to the next general election, doubtless 
on the basis that one MP would be 
substantially more powerful. 


Last year’s challenger Chris Jackson (left) 
at least made it to the starting line. 

As we go to press Colin Auty looks like he 
will not even make it that far 


To that end Jackson's supporters have 
set up a fund to raise money for 
the general election outside the BNP, 
which could be used to fund nationalist 
candidates standing as independents or 
for other far-right parties. 

Well, we wont hold our breath 
waiting for the donations to arrive. 


Absence of strategy 

So where did it all go wrong? Clearly 
there was no strategy whatsoever. 
The rebels lurched from one position to 
another without any clear idea of where 
they were going. Of course the situation 
was forced upon them when Griffin 
intercepted details of plots against his 
leadership but there appears to have 
been no coherency or even leadership to 
the campaign. 

The decision to strike and even resign 
from their positions while staying in 
the party was clearly a tactical error. 
Removing themselves from any 
position of leverage in the party 
structure allowed Griffin to isolate 
them more easily. This was especially 
the case for those who withdrew from 
the ruling Advisory Council. It was also 
a mistake to call on supporters to 
withhold membership dues and funds 
from the party as this alienated 
more moderate members and allowed 
the leadership to portray them as the 
enemies of the BNP. 

It is now clear that some of those at 
the core of the rebellion over-egged 
their claims against the Griffin camp. 
This made it easy for the party 
leadership to disprove some of the 
allegations, which undermined their 
whole case. 

More fundamentally, the rebels 
never quite knew what they wanted. 
They set out to “reclaim” the BNP but it 
was instantly clear that the party's 
constitution prevented a challenge to 


Griffin 
insulating themselves by taking their 
campaign around the country and 
winning rank and file support, for 
example by drawing up a petition on the 
issue of internal democracy, they relied 
on the internet and became consumed 


until June. Rather than 


in the small world of bloggers. 
A petition signed by at least 1,000 party 
members, which at the height of the 
rebellion was quite possible, would have 
been more damaging for Griffin and 
just as importantly would have given a 
large part of the membership a stake in 
the outcome of the rebellion. 

By mid January Griffin was on the 
offensive and the rebel leaders were 
isolated. Despite their cause being lost 
and their chance of effecting change in 
the BNP non-existent, they remained 
publicly loyal to the party. They now 
had to face the hard decision whether to 
form a breakaway party and again they 
were found wanting. At the hastily 
arranged rebel meeting in late January it 
was clear that no one had any idea what 
they should do. 

There was a window of opportunity 
for a new party or at least an 


amalgamation with an existing party, 
such as the England First Party or 
Freedom Party, but it was missed. 
The rebels would initially have lost 
many of their supporters but, given the 
profile and experience of those at 
the core of the rebellion, they could 
have been a small but significant force 
in areas such as West Yorkshire, Greater 
Manchester, the Black Country and 
parts of the East Midlands, which in 
time could have won some people back. 
A number of former BNP councillors 
now outside the party in Sandwell and 
Stoke-on-Trent could have formed a 
solid basis for a new grouping. 

As it was, the rebel leaders dithered 
and ultimately lost their momentum. 
Even if Auty manages at the last minute 
to gather the 100 names, his leadership 
challenge will end in humiliation and it 
will be Griffin who will end up in a 
stronger position than before simply 
because of the incompetence of his 
opponents. Griffin is bound to change 
the constitution to strengthen his own 
grip on the party and frighten off any 
potential challenger, Jackson included, 
for some time to come. ~= 


Accentuating 
the negative 


By Sonia Gable 


he British National Party’s 
pretend trade union is being 
investigated by the Trade Union 
Certification Office following 
allegations of financial irregularities. 

A letter to Solidarity, which styles 
itself “the British Workers’ Union’, said 
the Certification Office, which 
regulates trade unions and adjudicates 
on complaints, had appointed an 
inspector to investigate several aspects 
of the union’s financial affairs since its 
foundation in 2005. They include the 
production of receipts for expenditure, 
the operation of a PayPal account, 
used for collecting membership dues 
online, withdrawals and cheques cashed 
from Solidarity’s bank account and 
payments made to Patrick Harrington, 
Solidarity’s general secretary. 

Harrington moved quickly to try and 
thwart any measures the Certification 
Office might take as a result of the 
inspector’s findings. Seven new bank 
accounts were to be opened in a bid to 
hide the union’s financial dealings 
from its own members, confuse audit 
trails and make it more difficult for 
anyone in future to carry out a similar 
investigation. Two of the accounts 
would be set up in Northern Ireland by 
David Kerr, an executive member, 
alongside Harrington, of the tiny 
and politically strange Third Way 
organisation. 

He also advised Solidarity officers 
to open their own PayPal accounts. 
One can only conclude that some 
union money will be raised and held 
by individual officers rather than 
properly paid into Solidarity’s funds. 

The Certification Office was acting 
on complaints from Clive Potter, 


Solidarity’s first president. Solidarity 
spit a year ago after Potter and the 
unions vice president Tim Hawke 
suspended Harrington in a dispute over 
the union’s finances and Harrington's 


disruptive behaviour. Although Potter 
was a BNP member and Harrington 
was not, the BNP took the side of its 
leader Nick Griffin's longstanding 
comrade, and accused Potter of letting 
Solidarity be infiltrated by “Marxists”. 

With the help of Lambertus “Bep” 
Nieuwhof, a former South African 
terrorist and now a website technician, 
Harrington hijacked Solidarity’s web- 
site, and an extraordinary general 
meeting packed the Executive with 
trust BNP and Third Way members. 

One of Potter’s accusations is that 
Harrington made an _ unauthorised 
withdrawal of £2,600 from a union bank 
account that he had frozen. Since then 
the bank has frozen the account pending 
resolution of the dispute. 

The Certification Office is also 
investigating the appointment of Silver 
& Co as the auditors of Solidarity’s 
accounts. Although the firm, which 
also audits the BNP’s accounts, has 
not so far audited any accounts for the 
union, it has supervised elections to 
the union’s executive. 

Another matter of concern to the 
Certification Office is the appointment 
of Accentuate to manage the union’s 
public relations. It was odd that such a 
tiny trade union with virtually no funds 
needed and could afford a PR company, 
albeit one with no track record or even 
a website. In fact the only thing to 
commend Accentuate to Harrington 
was that it is run by Graham 
Williamson, another member of the 
Third Way leadership. 

Accentuate is not to be confused with 
the global management consultancy 
business Accenture, though we wonder 
whether Accentuate’s choice of a 
similar name is deliberate. These days 
Accentuate has a brand new website 
with a domain name registered on 
8 June 2008 by Williamson and using 


Nieuwhof’s noisydinosaur name server. 


Home eS 


The site describes Accentuate as 
“specialising in promoting campaigning 
non-profit making organisations” and 
boasts: “We already list amongst our 
clients a Trade Union, political parties 
and a range of Community Groups”. 

The “endorsements” page does indeed 
include recommendations from an 
organisation in each of these categories, 
but they are not quite what they seem. 
The trade union is of course Solidarity. 
The political party is the so-called 
National Liberal Party, Third Way in 
another guise. Accentuate’s appointment 
is hardly surprising: Williamson is on the 
NLP’s executive alongside Harrington 
and Kerr. 

Interestingly the new NLP website 
that Accentuate helped set up is 
powered by Copperflash, one of the 
trading names of Simon Bennett, 
the BNP’s webmaster. Bennett praised 
the NLP in his own blog recently, 
which is a bit odd for a member of a 
rival political party. 

Accentuate also has a “community 
group’ among its clients. Earlier this year 
the BBC reported the Adamsgate Action 
Group's success in opposing plans for an 
8,000 Pentecostal church in Havering, 
east London, where the group is active on 
a number of fronts. Williamson has a 
long record of involvement in community 
politics in Havering and has stood 
unsuccessfully in several local elections 
there. And it is no surprise to find 
Williamson is the chairman of the 
Adamsgate Action Group. 

So Accentuate’s client list turns out to 
be wholly incestuous. 

Meanwhile, Potter’s version of 
Solidarity has all but died. Hawke 
resigned as vice president in February 
over the unwillingness of the 
Certification Office at that time to 
investigate Harrington. Since then 
nothing has been posted on_ its 
website. ~<a 


BNP treasurer quits 


By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party has 
appointed a new national treasurer 
three weeks before the party accounts 
are due at the Electoral Commission. 
John Walker, who was the target of 
accusations of incompetence during 
the internal rebellion last winter, has 
been moved to the post of full-time 
“National Dispatch and_ Logistics 
Manager” at the industrial unit in 
Deeside that houses the party’s 
Excalibur merchandising operation. 

Walker, who had been treasurer for 
four years to the day, may have turned 
it in because of the party's rocky 
finances. | The BNP isi an 
unincorporated association and_ its 
officers are personally liable if the 
party cannot pay its debts. Nick Griffin, 
the party chairman, has taken care to 
divest himself of any assets of value. 
Even the house where he lives near 
Welshpool is owned by the mystery 
couple Jennifer and John Burgoine. 

Walker might not have arranged his 
affairs so prudently. With the party 
likely to rack up huge legal bills 
pursuing the leaders of its internal 
rebellion through the courts, Walker 
might have felt dangerously exposed. 

Five days after his departure the BNP 
announced that it had delivered its 
central accounts to its auditors, Silver 
& Co. The regional accounts, which 
encompass the party’s branches, were 
handed over at the end of May by 
Dave Hannam, regional treasurer. The 
BNP therefore stands to avoid a repeat 
of last year, when it incurred fines of 
£1,200 for submitting its accounts to 
the Electoral Commission nearly six 
months after the 7 July deadline. 

The new treasurer is Jenny Noble. As 
well as organising the BNP’s Solihull 
branch until 2007, she has until now 
acted as secretary to the BNP’s elite 
fundraising group the Trafalgar Club, 
the accounts of which have often 
been called into question. 

According to the BNP, Noble’s 
“commercial experience as a 
senior manager in a pension - 
fund administration role also | 
makes her an ideal candidate 
for the treasury role”. A further 
qualification is that she has 
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“recently moved to Wales”. One must 
wonder why so many of the BNP's 
senior officers live in Wales, including 
Griffin himself, the party's deputy 
leader and press officer Simon Darby 
and Walker. 

Another Welsh-based BNP officer is 
Arthur Kemp, a close neighbour of 
Walker. Kemp organises the 
ideological training of party members 
and was described as the “acting 
managing director” of Excalibur when 
it reopened for business at the end of 
January. It is unclear whether Walker 
has taken over Kemp's job or whether 
he has replaced David Joines, who was 
Excalibur’s “dispatch manager and 
administrator’. Who does what in the 
BNP is never entirely clear. 

Perhaps Walker is additional to Joines 
and Kemp. Slipped into the 


Moving to 
a new job 
with 
Excalibur: 
John 
Walker 


announcement of his move was the 
revelation that the Great White Records 
and Excalibur merchandising operations 
are now under the same roof. Sharing 
premises and staff costs would make 
commercial sense except for the fact 
that Great White Records is not part of 
the BNP but a trading company owned 
personally by Hannam. 

Its accounts for the year up to 31 
December 2006, the only ones 
available, showed that it is a very small 
business indeed, as also evidenced by 
its tiny catalogue of albums, many of 
which star Colin Auty, the man who 
put himself forward as a potential 
challenger to Griffin's leadership. 

Hannam's star seems very much on 
the rise. Derided as _ ‘“crassly 
incompetent” by BNP colleagues, his 
job seemed to have disappeared as part 
of a move to quell the internal rebellion 
and show members tempted to 
support the rebels that the leadership 
was listening to their concerns. The 
regional treasury functions were going 
to be carried out by each region as soon 
as suitable people had been identified 
and trained. 

Now, however, Hannam _ is 
“continuing with the overhaul and 
system changes within the Regional 
Treasury Department, which will 
provide increased transparency and 
internal control, and allow groups 
online access to their up-to-date 
statements” So no transfer of 
functions, groups will be able to see 
what the party is doing with their 
branch funds, supposedly, but will 
have no control. 

That the party is pulling the wool 
over its members’ eyes was also 
apparent from a recent appeal by 
Darby for volunteers to “stuff 
tens of thousands of leaflets 

into envelopes”. Nothing 
unusual about that, until one 
remembers that in January the 

BNP announced that Excalibur 

had spent £35,000 on “a vast 
array of new equipment” 
including “an envelope stuffing 
machine”. The money had 
supposedly been raised from the 
party’s “Building to grow” appeal. 

The latest funding appeal is for a 
nationalist “Truth Truck’, to be the 
party's “very own __ personal 
advertising lorry’, carrying “full 
sized billboard ads”. Readers might 

remember appeals in 2006 to put 
the BNP’s battle bus, named 
Boadicea, on the road. After 
money had been raised, the bus 
was hardly heard of again. =<] 


(right) Postman 
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(below) Owen Dodds, 
jailed for seven years 
after he blew off his 


own fingers with a 
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By David Williams 


he question of what can and 
should be done to stop the 
radicalisation of Muslim youth 
has been at the forefront of a 
number of recent community cohesion 
initiatives, and rightly so. Far less 
attention, however, is being paid to the 
radicalisation of white youths through 
their contact, direct or indirect, with 
neo-nazi ideology and organisations. 

One of the reasons for this lacuna has 
undoubtedly been the lack of visible 
“success” achieved by potential far-right 
terrorists in relation to the mass carnage 
wreaked by Islamist terrorists on 7/7. 

The London nail bomber David 
Copeland was an exception. Another is 
Robert Cottage, whose own wife 
testified in court to the role the BNP 
had played in the radicalisation of this 
former Conservative. And Searchlight 
is aware of several other far-right 
activists arrested this year under 
counter-terror legislation, though the 
sub judice rule currently prevents us 
from commenting further. 

The role of nazi ideology in the 
radicalisation of white youth remains 
admittedly anecdotal, with factors such 
as popular racial prejudices undoubtedly 
playing a far greater role. Without 
wishing to sound alarmist it does appear 
that nazi ideologies have contributed to 
a greater or lesser extent to radicalising 
two men who have recently appeared in 
court charged with offences under the 
Terrorism Act. 

The first is Jefferson Azevedo, a 
Brazilian-born postman living in 
Hampshire, who was convicted of 
perpetrating a four-year racist campaign 
beginning in 2003. Azevedo sent 
threatening letters espousing nazi 
views, many containing white powder, 
to a series of public figures including 
former Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

Described as a “warped loner”, 
Azevedo also targeted charities, primary 
schools, mosques, churches, restaurants 
and members of the public as well as 
planting a hoax bomb on the A27, 
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which caused travel chaos. Many of 
those Azevedo targeted had taken a 
stand against the far right or supported 
the rights of asylum seekers. Azevedo 
appears to have read about them in the 
local press. 

The letters were all signed 
“RAHOWA’, the racist acronym 
meaning “Racial Holy War”, which is 
particularly popular with white 
supremacists in the US. Many of the 
letters made reference to the Oklahoma 
City bomber Timothy McVeigh, whose 
bomb attack in 1995 killed 168 people. 
Azevedo was sentenced on 13 June to 
four years’ imprisonment. 

In using white powder, Azevedo was 
aping the US far right, whose white 
powder packages caused a national scare 
because some on the far right are known 
to have tried to obtain anthrax samples. 

Owen Dodds, a 29-year old from 
Elsdon in Northumberland, fits a 
similar profile of the “sad loner”. 
Dodds was jailed for seven years this 
month after an improvised pipe-bomb 
he was constructing, packed with 
lethal homemade explosives and metal 
fragments, went off prematurely, taking 
with it several of his fingers. When the 
ambulance arrived he was bleeding 
from more than 50 shrapnel wounds in 
his chest. 

Police later found a wealth of 
chemical components including a 
carton of hexamethylene triperoxide 
diamine (HMTD), a favourite of 
suicide bombers. They also discovered a 
cache of weapons. 

Dodds, — who had previous 
convictions for violence and had been 
banned for life from possessing 
firearms or ammunition, was, the court 
heard, an “immature, lonely, isolated 
and bored” individual rather than a 
calculating terrorist. While there is 
no reason to disagree with this 
assessment, somewhat ominously the 
police also discovered nazi music, 
flags and literature within his mini- 
munitions factory. 


els would-be terrorists 


Nick Griffin believes civil war is coming 


Although it is not believed that 
Dodds was a member of any far-right 
organisation, the discovery should have 
prompted the court to examine more 
closely the link between his beliefs and 
his actions. 

It is notable that for all the talk by 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and 
others of an impending “civil war’, 
which exerted such a powerful influence 
on Cottage, the party itself remains 
embedded in rhetoric about being 
dedicated to an electoral strategy. 
There are those on the far right, 
however, who completely reject the 
rules of the democratic game, and 
chastise the BNP for playing it, which 
has resulted in further radicalisation. 

The medium for this has been 
the internet, where toxic forums 
dehumanise ethnic minorities in the 
most degrading racist manner, while 
providing bomb making instructions to 
enable their followers act on their views. 
In this there are marked parallels with 
the way in which some Islamist forums 
are used to introduce _ similarly 
misanthropic ideas and solutions into 
the minds of impressionable, lonely 
and emotionally damaged individuals 
with devastating consequences. ~= 


Varg Vikernes’s conviction for murder in 1993 was a baptism of fire for National 
Socialist black metal. Although the Norwegian remains in prison, 15 years on NSBM 


has become big business and is being sold online by household name companies. 
Simon Cressy looks into the gloomy and sinister world of NSBM. 


arg Vikernes is the poster boy 
for the National Socialist black 
metal genre. Under the name 
“Count Grishnackh” he secured 
his place in black metal history after 
murdering Oystein Aarseth, who played 
with the black metal band Mayhem. 

Aarseth, also known as Euronymous, 
was found dead outside his apartment 
in Oslo with 23 stab wounds, two to the 
head, five to the neck and 16 to 
the back. The motive for the murder is 
believed to have been a power struggle 
between Vikernes and Aarseth and 
disagreements over finances within the 
black metal scene. 

_ Vikernes, 35, was sentenced to 21 
years in prison. The Norwegian 
Ministry of Justice has just turned down 
his latest request for parole, on the 
grounds that he was “too dangerous” to 
be released. 

As well as the murder Vikernes, who 
was then a Satanist but has since 
renounced his beliefs and embraced 
Norse gods and nazism instead, was 
found guilty of several arsons and 
attempted arsons of churches. He also 
PTatontianetsM@olevovettetca como) Conymel om astem ott, 
House, a leftist centre in Oslo. 

Despite the seriousness of his crimes, 
after he had served less than half 
his sentence, he was transferred to a 
minimum security prison in Tonsberg 
to prepare for his release. But in 2003 he 
failed to return after being given 17 
hours’ leave of absence. 

He was soon recaptured in a stolen 
car and in possession of a Heckler & 
Koch AG3 assault rifle, a handgun, 
numerous large knives, a gas mask, 
camouflage clothing, a laptop, a 


compass, a global positioning system, 
various maps and a fake passport. 
It emerged that the rifle had been stolen 
from an armoury 14 years earlier. 


For his 


escape attempt, which 


included hijacking a car at gunpoint, 
a mere 13 months were added to 
his sentence. 

Although Vikernes’s lyrics are not 
nazi, since his conviction he and his 
band, Burzum, of which he is the only 
member, have become icons for both 
NSBM and black metal as a whole. 

Burzum and NSBM have also 
Jofereroy on Cod ob ted ol hay oy coy lez! o) (col bl pul a?0)0108 
the Chicago-based Center For New 
Community discovered that William 
Pieree, founder and leader of the white 
nationalist National Alliance (NA) and 
owner of Resistance Records, had 
gained control of Cymophane Records, 
an NSBM specialist label in which 
Vikernes had been involved. 

Pierce, who died in 2002, was the 
author of The Turner Diaries, the 
futuristic race-war fantasy novel that 
inspired Timothy McVeigh to 
detonate a truck full of explosives in 
front of the Alfred’ P. Murrah federal 


Resistance Records 


building in Oklahoma City in 1995, 
killing 167 people. 

The main purpose of the NAs 
takeover of Cymophane was to gain the 
Fateg Lame commebtyuqloytucom cletwattecme:tloyeteatcastel 
the USA. The NA also set up Unholy 
Records as a subsidiary of Resistance 
Records to distribute the 2002 
compilation album, Visions — A Tribute 
to Burzum, internationally after the 
Center for New Community blocked 
attempts to get it distributed by the 
Dutch East India Trading Company. 

Unholy is managed by Ymir G 
Winter, who plays guitar in Grom, 
a New York-based NSBM_ band. 
Winter told the US Heavy Metal 
magazine Decibel in 2007 that his father 
openly advocated fascism and that his 
grandfather fought for Germany in the 
Second World War. 

“During many of our shows, we will 
spit fire and then set an Israeli flag 
ablaze,” Winter went on. “When regula- 


Resistance Records was set up as a subsidiary of the National Alliance to 
produce and sell music by nazi and white separatist musicians, primarily 


through its website. 


Advertising itself as “the Soundtrack for White Revolution’, Resistance 
Records also publishes a magazine called Resistance, which Erich Gliebe has 
edited since 1999. The label is listed as a hate group by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, which monitors extremist activity 


in the US. 


In 1999 William Pierce (pictured), leader of the NA, took full 
control of Resistance and moved the entire operation to his 400- 


acre property in Hillsboro, West Virginia. 


Resistance Records runs an online store that sells over 1,000 CDs, 
as well as clothes, flags, computer games and other items. 
The company has developed two computer games, Ethnic Cleansing 
and White Law, which are only available from its site. In Ethnic 
Cleansing, the player can choose to be either a nazi skinhead or a 
Klansman who runs through a ghetto killing blacks and Latinos, 
before descending into a subway system to murder Jews. 


Varg Vikernes: murderer, 
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tions don’t allow this, we have the crowd 
stomp the Israeli flag and spit on it.” 

Winter, an NA member, is 
responsible for recruiting bands for 
Resistance Records and writes for the 
label’s magazine Resistance. “Resistance 
wants to promote Aryan awareness and 
does so by using music as a recruitment 
tool and as a vessel for the National 
Socialist/White Power movement,” 
continued Winter. 

Resistance Records seems to have 
irotteCemtmerts(cmncomeblraulo\etccm salem oLubiauten| 
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A quick surf online revealed HMV, 
Amazon UK and Play.com among 
those selling the NSBM CD. 

Searchlight made several attempts to 
obtain a comment from HMV and 
eventually reached Gennaro Castaldo, 
the company’s head of press and 
public relations. In response to his 
request for more information we sent 
him a very detailed email outlining 
the history of Resistance Records and 
its links to the NA. 

However he was unable to offer 
any explanation as to why a white 
supremacist organisation was able to 
peddle its wares through HMV. After a 
long delay Castaldo replied: “I regret 
that I can only say that I am not in a 
position to make an informed comment 
at this time. I apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause you.” 

It is unclear what information 
Castaldo needs to make “an informed 
comment” but we will publish whatever 
we receive in a future issue of Searchlight. 

_ HMV, Amazon and Play.com also 
carry a large amount of stock from 
“Supernal Music, a label that is also the 

. biggest online distributor of “extreme 
black metal”. 

Supernal Bands such as Drudkh, 
Hate Forest and Dark Ages, all from 
Ukraine, are considered _ fairly 
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National Socialist black metal 


National Socialist black metal (NSBM) describes black 
metal artists who support National Socialist beliefs in 
their music and imagery. NSBM bands use lyrics 
supporting white supremacy, racial separatism and 
antisemitism. Many also support various forms of 
paganism, but this is common among “traditiona 
black metal bands. NSBM bands are a minority within 


the black metal genre. 


mainstream within the NSBM genre. 
Their CDs are widely available via most 
of the online music stores. These bands 
are not blatant about their far right, 
racist and antisemitic views but mask 
them in pseudo-intellectual and 
romantic ancestor worship nationalism. 
Visit the Supernal, website, however, 
and a whole host of racist and offensive 
CDs are available. 

Based in Cranleigh, Surrey, Supernal 
has been run by its owner Alex Kurtagic 
since 1996. Kurtagic is also a recording 
artist with the odd sounding group 
Benighted Leams. 

His monthly bulletin to Supernal 
subscribers has caused some alarm 
among his customers. Front cover 
pictures of musicians have gradually 
been replaced by historical figures 
admired by the far right, including 
Savitri Devi the Nazi mystic and 
writer, the antisemitic writer Ernst 
Junger, the Chilean Nazi Miguel 
Serrano and Julius Langbehn, a 19th 
century antisemite. 

Supernal’s catalogue reveals its true 
agenda. One CD is by the US group 
Sturmfiihrer entitled Ich kampfe 
(I fight). Track one, Treu Martyr, 
includes a speech by Robert Mathews, 
leader of the US nazi terrorist group 
The Order, whom the song depicts as a 
hero and martyr. 

Another Supernal CD is the 


Capricornus/Der Sturmer split album 
titled Polish Hellenic Alliance Against 
stands for 
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Supernal label 


Occupation Government, an antisemitic 
conspiracy theory according to which 
Jews control government. Der Sturmer 
is a Greek band closely linked to the 
Greek section of the nazi bonehead 
outfit Blood and Honour and the nazi 
Feaveyty on @xe)(e(oom DE vse 
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The Nailbomber, which is a tribute to 
David Copeland, the British nazi 
bomber and former BNP member. 
Included with the track are original 
recordings from police interviews with 
Copeland after his arrest. 

Der Sturmer also contributed to a 
compilation CD that raised money for 
German Nazi prisoners including 
Erich Priebke, convicted in 1996 for 
war crimes for his part in the SS 
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Kiborg, one of the Russian Blood and Honour bands on the 


massacre of 335 Italian civilians at the 
Ardeatine caves in Rome in 1944. 
Other bands carried by Supernal 
include Kiborg and Vandal from Russia, 
both of which are closely linked with 
Russian Blood and Honour. Another is 
Xenophobia from the US, whose singer 
Brian Mouldry, aka Warhead 
Jewgrinder, is linked to the white 
supremacist Creativity Movement, 
formerly the Church of the Creator. 
NSBM has succeeded in penetrating 
the online lists of household name 
businesses and thence teenagers’ 
bedrooms at an alarming rate. It is 
already on the fringes of the mainstream. 
Responsible companies such as HMV 
need to push it back into the gutter 
where it rightfully belongs. << 


Jarl von Hagall, vocalist of the Greek nazi band Der Sturmer 
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Obama promoted by Jewish 


cabal, BNP claims 


By David Williams 


BARACK OBAMA’S victory over Hilary 
Clinton to become the first black man 
ever to receive the Democratic Party 
nomination for President has been 
met with typically racist derision by 
the BNP. 

The BNP believes that Obama's 
victory represents the “final 
confirmation” of media ,control of 
democracy stating, with typically 
conspiratorial rhetoric, that his 
election was the result of the 
machinations of “a tiny cabal of 
White liberal and liberal Jewish New 
York journalists working on the 
New York Post”, who decided that it 
was time to raise him to power. 

They would not have been able to 
do this, however, notes the fatuous 
BNP correspondent Lee John Barnes, 
without the help of dramas such as 24, 
which features a fictional black US 
president David Palmer. According to 
Barnes, this series, together with any 
film starring Morgan Freeman or 
Denzel Washington, is part of a global 
conspiracy to get us all used to the 
idea of a black man in the White 
House. You have to pinch yourself to 
realise he's being serious. 

Barnes's hogwash asserts at length 
that basically Obama won _ the 
nomination because the Democratic 
Party wanted not a “good president” 
but a “black president” regardless of 
his policies. This would be an 
astonishing historic turnaround for 
the party that was once the 
staunchest supporter of slavery 
and segregation. 

For the BNP watching “young 
brainwashed whites” voting for Obama 
was a “sickening sight”. My advice 
would be to turn off the TV if it was that 
stomach churning. Unable to do so, 
BNP supporters sat pie-eyed watching 
as white Americans voted for Obama 
because the “media” told them to. 
To them this “pathological racial self 
loathing” was akin to watching 
Germans feel a sense of shame rather 
than pride for the horrors of the Nazi 
era. The rejection of national socialism 
cost Germany dear the BNP believes. 


Former rivals for the Democratic nomination Hilary Clinton and Barack Obama 


As a result, laments Barnes, Germany 
has been plagued by “self hate, sexual 
perversity, alcoholism, drug abuse 
and support for the immigration 
invasion of their own homeland”. 

The BNP has nothing but contempt 
for the populace. Every action that 
runs counter to its own_ racial 
prejudices, such as not being racist, is 
the result of “media conditioning”. 
That people might freely make their 
choice in a democratic election is 
something the BNP seems unable 
to contemplate. 

But Obama's nomination has a plus 
side for the BNP. It means that “race” 
will become central to the US 
electorate which, in an age of global 
identities, the BNP hopes will spill 
over into Britain. The fact that Obama 
is the Democratic nominee - and 
there is still an election to be fought, 
remember — is proof to the BNP that 
black Americans can no longer claim 
“victimhood” and so are responsible 
for their own “failings”. 

Nor should black Americans be 
subsidised by “white” taxes, argues 
Barnes, which seems to believe that 
Obama's somewhat unique position is 
proof that black Americans cannot be 
racially disadvantaged. This represents 
a call for the slashing of social welfare 
budgets aimed at alleviating the 
plight of the poorest sections of 
American society, who the BNP 


believes are a genetically inferior 
bunch anyway. 

Another reason for the BNP’s delight 
with the selection of Obama as the 
Democratic nominee is its belief that 
this virtually guarantees victory for the 
Republican candidate John McCain, 
although - in tandem with Nazis such as 
Don Black, the owner of the nazi 
Stormfront forum, who donated money 
to his campaign - Barnes would prefer 
the also-ran Ron Paul as president. 
In any case“McCain is preferrable [sic] to 
a token president voted into power 
simply because he is black”. 

In the final analysis the chance of a 
black man becoming President of the 
USA is proof for the BNP that America 
has been brought low by a conspiracy 
involving “the media, hollywood [sic] 
and lobby groups” and is thus “a sad, 
pathetic joke”. Losing the plot by the 
end of this drivel, Barnes declares that 
while America’s forces are fighting 
terrorism abroad, “at home it has 
surrendered its democracy to the 
enemy within”. 

Ironically, perhaps having had time to 
reconsider this ridiculous racist knee- 
jerk reaction to the prospect of a black 
American president, the BNP decided 
hurriedly to remove Barnes's article 
from its website, no doubt aware of how 
ridiculous, racist and regressive it 
revealed the party to be. It remains 
available on a couple of other sites. ~<a 


Home news 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IGS ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


On yer bike 


THE LONDON ASSEMBLY is 
quickly learning to keep its most 
notorious member in check by ensuring 
he abides strictly by the rules. 

One of the highlights of the month is 
Mayor’s Question Time, when 
Assembly members can put questions to 
the mayor, Boris Johnson. There are 
always far too many for the time set 
aside for the session, at which members 
can also put supplementary questions, 
but questions not selected on the day are 
given a written response later. 

The meeting got off to a bad start for 
the BNP’s Richard Barnbrook, whom 
the party’s deputy leader Simon Darby 
has ridiculously taken to calling Sir 
Richard, when he was told off for eating 
a banana. The offending fruit was 
confiscated though that did not stop 
him making a monkey of himself later. 

Barnbrook had ten questions on the 
order paper for 18 June but only one 
was chosen. Before it came up, however, 
Barnbrook tried to intervene with a 
supplementary to Conservative member 
Richard ‘Tracey’s question about 
cracking down on illegal minicabs. 

Now at the London Assembly 
supplementary questions are meant to 
be just that — closely related to the 
original question. So when Barnbrook 
opened by trying to congratulate the 
mayor for dropping the specifically 
anti-racist message of London's 
Rise festival — a decision for which 
Barnbrook claims the credit — he was 
quickly slapped down by Jennette 
Arnold, the Assembly’s chair. 

He then grabbed the opportunity to 
flaunt his racist credentials by suggesting 
that most of the illegal minicabs are 
being driven by illegal immigrants, 
before changing the subject again and 
waffling on about supporting black cab- 
drivers. Whether he was put up to this 
by his BNP colleague Jason Douglas, 
who drives a black cab in east London 


when he takes time off from being a 
football hooligan, is not known. 

Ms Arnold immediately ruled 
everything relating to black cabs out of 
order, Johnson responded briefly on 
Barnbrook’ point about _ illegal 
minicabs and business moved on. 

Barnbrook’s only other intervention 
was on his own question, which asked 
the mayor to explain “what measures he 
and the Metropolitan Police will utilise 
to identify and target those individuals, 
gangs and groups within London 
communities mainly responsible for, 
and primarily the victims of, the 
epidemic level of gun and knife crime in 
London,” and went on to point out 
the obvious, namely that some of the 
violence was drug related but that some 
involved “the slaying of innocent 
people”, a choice of word that betrays 
Barnbrook’s obsession with St George 
the dragon slayer. 

To his credit Johnson ignored 
Barnbrook’s thinly veiled attempt to 
focus on race, with his reference 
to identifying people “within London 
communities” and confined himself to 
supporting the Metropolitan Police’s 
current strategy. 

Back came Barnbrook with his 
supplementary, in which, as he wrote 
later in his blog, he explained 
the “meat and veg” of his question. 
After expressing condolences to the 
family of Robert Knox, one of the few 
white boys among London's teenage 
murder victims, he quoted figures to 
support a claim that London's Afro- 
Caribbean community was  dispro- 
portionately responsible for crimes of 
violence. Replying, Johnson pointed out 
that the knife is colour blind and that 
tackling crime will help all communities. 

That was not what Barnbrook wanted 
to hear. Continuing his racist outburst 
he refused to obey the chair’s directions, 
leaving Ms Arnold with no choice but 


to keep banging her gavel until he 
finally shut up. 

Barnbrook was not at all happy 
and after the meeting went straight to 
his blog to pour out his frustrations. 
Under the heading “How they are trying 


to gag me”, he complained that 
“Montserrat-born Jennette Arnold” had 
“rudely interrupted” him and turned off 
his microphone, and that even before the 
meeting his questions had been “wing- 
clipped” because of “the culture of 
political correctness that infests City 
Hall”. In other words his offensive racism 
had been removed from the order paper. 

Even so, most of Barnbrook’s other 
questions betrayed his racist agenda 
directly or indirectly. There was one 
about “ensuring that all communities in 


London are fully and _ properly 


Richard Barnbrook without banana 
Picture: David Hoffman 


supported by the LDA’ (London 
Development Agency), another 
referring to “representations from 
members of Londons Christian 
community” and an odd question that 
claimed “only white people are used in 
TfL’s anti-fare dodging advertising 
campaign” and asked the mayor to 
ensure that “future adverts targeting 
such behaviour reflect the real crime 
and population figures of London’. 
Further questions reflected other 
aspects of BNP policy, including one 
about “peak oil” and another calling for 
the “planting of rare indigenous British 
varieties of apple tree”. Don't they just 
love the word “indigenous”! 

One question came from the heart —a 
call to ban the drinking of alcohol on 
the streets. Presumably seeing others 
drinking puts temptation in the way of 
Barnbrook who is trying desperately to 
stay on the wagon. 

Strangest was his concern about 
“London pensioners who die of hyper- 
thermia’. Well we were certainly not 
aware that many pensioners are dying 
from being dangerously overheated, at 
least not in London. By the time 
Barnbrook came to reproduce the 
question on his blog, someone had 
corrected it to “hypothermia”. 

Also on his blog, Barnbrook revealed 
that he is visiting the gym first thing 
every morning to get himself in shape 
for his “sponsored cycle trip to 
Amsterdam” in September. He wants 
to raise money for Help the Aged, but 
is “not looking forward to the part that 
involves crossing the North Sea”. 

We don't know whether he thinks he 
has to cycle across the North Sea or 
whether he is crossing on HMS 
Discovery — Barnbrook’s earliest claim 
to fame was his gay porn movie of that 
name. Nor does he divulge what he 
intends to do when he reaches his 
destination. 


College principal threatened 


WHEN RICHARD BARNBROOK moved onto a higher plain, he left the 
leadership of the BNP group on Barking and Dagenham council in the hands 
of Robert Bailey. The BNP may come to regret the move. 

While Barnbrook was psyching himself up for questions to the mayor, 
Bailey was ordering Ted Parker, the principal of Barking College, to stop 
hosting anti-racism events, or there would be “problems” from BNP 
members at the college. 

Parker told the Barking and Dagenham Recorder: “As he [Bailey] left he said 
‘you have been warned, which sort of stuck it my mind. | thought it was a 
little strange.’ 

Bailey denied he had threatened the college, but repeated, “I would urge 
the college to stop holding these events’. 

Earlier several members of the BNP group were exposed as Barking and 
Dagenham’s laziest councillors. Ronald Doncaster, Darren Tuffs and Tracey 
Lansdown each attended only six meetings in the year up to May. When that 
is divided by their annual £9,810 allowance, it works out at £1,635 a time. 
Jamie Jarvis turned up at just seven out of the 27 meetings he was expected 


to attend, earning him £1,401 for each meeting. 

Sandra Doncaster and Jeffrey Steed both attended 44% of their meetings 
and Christine Knight did only marginally better at 45%. 

Barnbrook, then the BNP group leader, showed greater than usual 
perceptiveness when he told the council's annual Assembly, “| appreciate 
that my own councillors don’t have great attendance”. 


BNP councillors 
‘working the hardest’? 


IN CONTRAST TO the BNP’s useless 
representatives in Barking and 
Dagenham, the BNP’s three councillors in 
Leicestershire “have a track record to be 
proud of” after a year in office, according 
to Martin Wingfield, editor of the BNP’s 
newspaper The Voice of Freedom. 

As if replying to the revelations from 
Barking and Dagenham, Wingfield 
trumpets that Graham Partner and lan 
Meller have only missed one meeting 
each and Partner has attended a full 40 
meetings in the year, making the BNP 
“the most value for money party” on 
North West Leicestershire council in 
terms of payment per meeting. 

Cathy Duffy in Charnwood tops 
even that, with 100% attendance. 
On her own blog she also boasts about 
her “wide range of duties” and her 
participation “in the decision making 
process”, which shows she at least has 
some idea of a councillor’s role. She 
continues by listing all the committees 
she sits on as well as “a couple of Out- 
Side [sic] Bodies” and says she found 
the council's induction courses for new 
councillors “helpful”. 

One thing is missing, however. Nowhere 
do any of these three councillors give any 
hint about what all their activity has 
achieved for the communities they are 
supposed to represent. 


Free boost for 
new councillors 


MARTYN FINDLEY and Darren 
Haywood were only elected to 
Nuneaton and Bedworth council 
in May this year but have already 
benefited from some shamefully 
pro-BNP coverage in the 
Nuneaton Weekly Tribune. 

The BNP has just two seats on 
the 26-strong council so is 
powerless in the face of the 
Conservatives’ two-thirds 
majority. Yet the local paper 
devoted two pages to them, 
including a whitewashed history 
and policies of the BNP, and an 
endorsement from an Asian 
newsagent who thought a BNP 
councillor was “a good man” and 
the BNP “deserve a chance’. 

Out of eight local people 
featured by name, only two said 
the BNP getting elected was not 
a good thing. It was left to a 
black councillor to point out 
that the BNP was racist, fascist 
and offensive. 

One woman, who works in a 
burger van, favoured the BNP 
because it would “provide work 
for the local people” in Camp Hill. 
Her support might not do the 
BNP many favours. Not only is 
she not local, but the burger van 
is unpopular. 


_—— Homenews 
A wilderness of mirrors 


The life and times of Bee Carthew 


By Gerry Gable 


ONE OF THE MORE interesting figures 
on Britain's far right died in May aged 
90. Bee Carthew’s political career had 
spanned a wide'range of rightwing 
pressure groups as well as a short 
period in the National Front. 

After Enoch Powell’s 
Rivers of Blood speech 
in 1968,  Carthew, 

a former member of 
the Secret Service, | 
formed the Powellight | 
Association as san 
anti-immigrant pressure 
group to promote his 
views. | 

She was an executive 
member and meetings | 
organiser for the Monday 
Club in its heyday in the 
1970s, when it was a 
rightwing pressure group 
within the Conservative 
Party, and a prominent | 
early member of the 
London Swinton Circle, 
which still brings toget- 
her fascists, rightwing conservatives 
and racists. 

For many years of her postwar 
working life she was one of the 
team that organised the Daily Mail's 
Ideal Home Exhibition each year. 
Her connection with the Mail dated 
from before the Second World 
War, when her father was one of 
the rightwing paper's European 
correspondents. In her teens she had 
travelled widely with her father on 
some of his foreign assignments. 

There was speculation that through 
his circle of contacts in prewar Europe 
she had met senior members of the SS 
and German intelligence, including 
some of those who later took over 
the International Criminal Police 
Organisation, Interpol, after Nazi 
Germany annexed Austria, where the 
organisation was based. One of those 
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was Reinhard Heydrich, the brains 
behind the “Final Solution” — the mass 
extermination of the Jews. 

During the war she worked as a 
desk officer at the Baker Street 
headquarters 
of the Special 
Operations 
Executive (SOE). 
Her marriage to 


Woman of 
mystery: 
Bee Carthew 


an SOE field officer ended with his 
death on active service. 

She never remarried but after the 
war developed a circle of friends on 
the far right of the Conservative Party 
who regularly attended her home in 
Richmond, southwest London, where 
she presided over a political salon. 
They included Harvey Proctor, the gay 
Conservative MP for Basildon and later 
Billericay, and Roy Bramwell, who 
went to international gatherings of 
the nazi Northern League, where he 
was a keen follower of Mao Zedung’s 
maxim that power came out of the 
barrel of a gun, while his wife Anna, 26 
years his junior, busied herself as the 
Monday Club's youth organiser. 

Carthew also knew John Tyndall, 


~ who in the 1970s led Britain’s biggest 


postwar fascist organisation the 
National Front, and later founded the 
British National Party. And she was 
friends with Mary Howarth, mother of 
the rightwing Conservative MP 
Gerald Howarth. Mary Howarth 
had been a member of the anti- 
Jewish League of Empire 
Loyalists and then the NF during 
the first three years after its 
foundation in 1967. 

Carthew also became a 
personal friend of Enoch Powell 
and his wife. After Powell's Rivers 
of Blood speech got him sacked 
from Edward Heath’s Shadow 
Cabinet, the NF tried to extend its 
support to him, which Powell 
rejected. Carthew came up with the 
idea of setting up a_ national 
support organisation for Powell 
under the name of Powellight. 

Despite the huge amount of 
publicity Powell had received, this 
organisation never achieved 
anything. Its membership of 

around 600 included members of 
the nazi British Movement, the NF 
and racist groups such as the 


Bee Carthew (left) with Harvey Proctor, Joy Page, 
Lady Jane Birdwood and George Kennedy Young 


Immigration Control Association, led by 
Joy Page, and the Racial Preservation 
Society. One of Powellight’s more 
notorious members was John Gadd, who 
was imprisoned for gun-running to the 
Ulster Defence Association. 

Although Powell was not involved in 
Powellight, if people asked him what organ- 
isation they should join, he would say they 
could contact Powellight if they wished. 

A series of events eroded the limited 
power of Carthew’s salon. There were 
internal rows in Monday Club. Proctor 
appeared in court on indecency charges 
and resigned his parliamentary seat in 
1987. Roy Bramwell died and Anna 
Bramwell’s move into Green politics was 
exposed, although she remains a prolific 
rightwing author on ecological issues. 

Some people wondered why political 
and personal problems seemed to beset 
so many of Carthew’s associates. It has 
been suggested that Carthew never 
stopped working for British intelligence 
and that through her extensive political 
contacts, closeness to Powell and 
involvement in Monday Club, she afforded 
secret intelligence service agents an entry 
to a milieu where dangerous ideas were 
circulating among some wealthy people. 

She would not have been the only 
intelligence officer in Monday Club. 
A leading member of Monday Club in its 
early days was the late George Kennedy 
Young, a former deputy director of MI6. 

Another might have been a wartime 
intelligence agent who joined Monday 
Club despite a reputation as a staunch 
anti-fascist. Before his mysterious death 
while on a camping holiday in France he 
had been looking into connections 
between certain Monday Club activists 
and Italian extremists. After his death, files 
at the club’s headquarters in Victoria 
Street, London, containing evidence of 
these links, disappeared overnight. ~=q 
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politics a kitten miaows 


by Matthew Collins 


IT’S BEEN A FEW months since | last 
mentioned the Rotherham harridan, 
Marlene Guest. The last time | 
dredged such shallow depths was not 
long after “Mad Marlene” had 
championed the medical benefits (in 
particular to cosmetic surgery) of a 
good old-fashioned _—_— Holocaust, 
during an excruciatingly painful 
television interview. 

Last month, Marlene was writing 
how “not unexpectedly” the decent 
members of Rotherham council were 
giving the town’s two British National 
Party councillors a hard time. 
“Some have been very ignorant and 
even abusive,’ she complained. 

Talk about the pot calling the kettle 
black! Marlene, who lives with only a 
parrot for company and _ writes 
maudlin poetry about her absentee 
love life, would do well to seek out 
better examples of “ignorant” and 
“abusive” words or behaviour. Perhaps 
she could start with the “white Power’, 
“Kick the jews in to touch” and 
“Pakis Out” comments on the very 
same pages where she scrawled her 


apparent outrage. Better still; Polly, 
put the kettle on. 

Marlene may have her parrot, but | 
bet it's nothing compared to “NaziKat’, 
the newest and only other member of 
the British People’s Party Women’s 
Division. It’s true, the BPP has in its 
ongoing desperation enlisted a kitten 
as a“puuurrrround” member! The folks 
down at the Electoral Commission will 
be working overtime on filing that 
one, if the rest of the returns the BPP 
filed are anything to go by. If Jon 
Cruddas MP can describe the BNP as 
“Trotskyites” then let me be the first to 
describe the BPP as Stalinists. 

Josef Djugashvili had an obsession 
with writing in the margins of, and 
commenting about, almost anything 
he came across. Hardly a day went by 
when he did not in some shape or 
form comment on his numerous 
irritations, Enter Kathleen Dermody, 
chief cook and bottle washer of the 
BPP's girlie goon squad. Hardly a short 
march to Sainsbury’s passes without 
“Kate” commenting laboriously on her 
blog of the trials and tribulations of 
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her life as the leading nazi she-devil in 
a revolutionary t-shirt. No wonder BPP 


founder Eddy Morrison is _ still 
searching for his superman! 
On the subject of Electoral 


Commission returns, lan Anderson, my 
old boss and “mentor” when we were 
running the National Front into the 
ground together from _ different 
angles, has recently filed his National 
Democrats’ accounts with the 
Commission. lan’s party, which was 
supposed to do something along the 
lines of what the BNP is doing, 
currently has a whopping two 


, members and lan is still hanging onto 


the heady position of chairman. 
According to lan, the group currently 
“has no liabilities’, but | reckon he’s 
sold himself a little short there in his 
notoriously modest way. 

Talking of old racial comrades, 
Martin Wingfield who now ‘ edits 
the BNP’s monthly newspaper Voice 
of Freedom moved house at the end of 
May. As you can imagine with Britain’s 
very own racially superior Brady 
Bunch, there’s never a dull moment in 
that household. What with Martin and 
his wife “Tin-Tin” having the builders 
in, it was no surprise that the paper 
came out late last month, mid-month 
to be precise. 

Wingfield’s “Freedom front page - 
can anyone help?” blog appeal had us 
at the office coming up with a few 
choice headlines for him, but in the 
end he could only manage a limp 
promotion of GLA Lush “Dicky” 
Barnbrook. “BNP Make History” must 
have come from the same _ stock 
template of headlines as “BNP Make 
Bomb” and “BNP Make Mockery”. 

No month would be complete 
without an abridged account of the 
latest and stunning instalments from 
the future “collected works” of the 
BNP’s nasal Deputy Fuhrer, “Simple” 
Simon Darby. I’m not sure whether it 
would be morally right or even correct 
to describe Simple Simon as a train- 
spotter, but he gave the fate and state 
of our nation’s rail networks a 
torturous dissection as he travelled 
breathlessly to London to see Dicky 
Barnbrook up close and personal last 
month. | can only assume it’s part 
of the politically obsessive tradition of 
groups like the BNP to ensure trains 
run on time. Perhaps the BNP could 
chip in and send Simon and Marlene 
Guest together, to see how their 
current obsessions intertwine so 
devastatingly to contribute to the 
swift delivery of the wonders of 
modern plastic surgery. <= 
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International 


POLAND 
Antisemite priest will not 
face charges 


Radio Maryja founder Tadeusz Rydzyk 


A POLISH PROSECUTOR has wound 
up an investigation into allegations of 
antisemitism against Father Tadeusz 
Rydzyk, the founder and head of the 
Catholic nationalist Radio Maryja, on the 
grounds that his speech last year “did not 
contain elements prohibited by the law”. 

Speaking to students at his Torun 
media school, the influential Catholic 
priest condemned President Lech 
Kaczynski for acceding to Jewish 
demands for compensation for [| 
property stolen during the Holocaust, 
suggesting that Jews wanted to strip 
Poland of billions of dollars. 

He also accused Jews of using the 
Jedwabne pogrom of July 1941 to 
extort $65 billion from Poland. After his 
speech was published, 17 people lodged 
complaints with the prosecutors, demanding 
legal action. 

Founded 17 years ago, Radio Maryja 
has more than three million regular 
listeners, mostly elderly, and wielded major 
political influence under the conservative 
government of 2005-2007. Last year the 
station was rebuked by Pope Bendict XVI 
over its antisemitic broadcasts. 

Meanwhile, another Polish extreme-right 
politician has demanded that Germany’s 
Polish-born striker Lukas Podolski, who 
scored both goals in Germany’s 2-0 
victory over Poland in the European 
Championships, should be stripped of his 
Polish citizenship. Miroslaw Orzechowski, a 
member of the far-right League of Polish 
Families, promised to take legal action if 
President Kaczynski did not accede to his 
demand. Podolski, who left Poland, at the 
age of two, does not hold a Polish passport. 


CZECH REPUBLIC: Nazi website returns 


A NAZI WEBSITE has gone online again days after the FBI blocked it. 
The website, which belongs to the Czech branch of Blood & Honour, 
was removed in late May because the bonehead nazi group is reportedly on 
the FBI’s terrorist watch list and is linked to Combat 18. 

A spokesperson for the Czech police’s Organised Crime Unit could not 
explain the website’s reappearance, saying only that “it is the FBI’s case”. 
Pavela Kopecka added: “either the operators have changed the provider or 
inappropriate and dangerous materials have been withdrawn and the reason 
to block the website ceased to exist”. 

Material related to Combat 18 is still on the website. European nazi 
websites hosted in the USA have been an international law enforcement 
issue for several years. The Czech police unsuccessfully pressed for the 
B&H website to be blocked for several years because its content broke 
Czech laws. 

When the FBI did finally close down the website, it did so without 
reference to the Czech authorities who only learned about it through routine 
monitoring. The FBI removed the Polish B&H website two years ago. 


CROATIA: Singer ‘provoked hatred’ 


A CROATIAN POLICE inspector has been suspended from his job in 
Zagreb after filing a complaint against Marko Perkovic (pictured), a singer 
notorious for giving Nazi salutes at concerts and for his sympathy with 
Croatia's wartime pro-Hitler Ustasha regime. According to the daily 
Jutarnji List, Josip Gasparac was suspended on 6 June “as a matter of 
urgency” for “a serious infraction of discipline”. 

Gasparac had complained that Perkovic, also known as Thompson, had 
committed the “criminal act of racial and other discrimination” at a 
concert in Zagreb’s main square on 30 May attended by 60,000 
) people. The lyrics of Perkovic’s songs had provoked “hatred towards 
/ national minorities with calls to murder,” Gasparac stated. 

The Zagreb police claim that Gasparac’s suspension is 
unconnected with his attempt to bring charges against Perkovic, 
41, but are the result of “insolent behaviour, vulgar communication, 
and threats to his superiors”. 

Perkovic’s performance was also condemned by human rights 
groups for violating laws that forbid discrimination, hatred and 
pro-Nazi behaviour in public after symbols of the murderous 
Ustasha regime were displayed during the concert. In May, 
Perkovic’s concerts in Switzerland and Austria were cancelled 
i because his lyrics breached those countries’ anti-racism laws. 


CANADA: Hungarian banned 


CANADA REFUSED entry & 
to a Hungarian far-right 
activist on his arrival in 
Toronto at the start of June. 
Laszlé6 Toroczkai, the honorary 
chairman of the so-called 64 
Counties Youth Movement, 
which wants to redefine 
Hungary’s frontiers, was due to 
speak at the Hungarian House 
in Toronto, as well as in [eRe ever 
Montreal and Ottawa. 

Instead, police held him at the airport as a potential terrorist. 
His computer was seized and examined for several hours. Police also 
questioned him about his recent trip to Kosovo. After five hours, he was 
offered the choice of facing proceedings against him as a potential threat to 
national security, six days’ jail and a lifetime ban from Canada, or leaving 
the country voluntarily. He left. 

Toroczkai is already banned from Slovakia and Serbia for attempting to 
whip up nationalist fervour among ethnic Hungarians in those countries. 
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Nazis get busy 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


THE DUTCH FAR RIGHT were 
busy but not particularly successful in 
the period from the end of April to the 
end of May. On 27 April, the fascist 
group Voorpost planned to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of its activity in the 
Netherlands and booked a venue in 
Utrecht where a busload of 30 Flemish 
activists led by Luc Vermeulen, 
Voorpost’s veteran founder and security 
boss, joined 70 Dutch fascists. 

Alerted by  Voorpost’s public 
announcement of the gathering, anti- 
fascists contacted the venue’s owner 
and informed him of the true nature of 
his guests. This prompted him to 
call the police and evict the fascists. 
The Voorposters, who hurriedly sang 
their last songs, apparently intend to file 
a complaint against the police. 

Two weeks later, a ragbag of around 
30 Voorpost members together with 
other local fascist activists protested 
at a film screening organised by 
Anti-Fascist Action in The Hague. 
Police prevented the fascists, who were 
waving a banner reading “Stop left-wing 
violence”, from disrupting the evening. 

Meanwhile, on 3 May, Blood and 
Honour Traditional was hoping to kick- 
start a resumption of its activities with a 
“ballad night” in commemoration of its 
idol Adolf Hitler. B&H’s move stemmed 


from the fact that the microscopic 
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political party known as the National 
People’s Movement, with which B&H 
has felt at home, now seems moribund 
after the suicide of its secretary Gerard 
de Wit in February. Members were 
invited to attend the event in Aalten and 
listen to “Steve” from the UK, John 
Cartwright from the Scottish nazi band 
Nemesis, a surprise act, and a few 
speakers, all at a cost of €15. 

In the event, none of this happened 
because, despite the nazis’ tight security 
measures, anti-fascists, determined to 
halt the first publicly advertised Hitler 
commemoration in the Netherlands, 
tracked down the venue and alerted the 
owner. When he learned that his guests 
would be a bunch of violence-prone 
nazis and not the jolly group of beer 
enthusiasts he thought they were, he 
contacted the police. 

As a result, Bert Berghoef, the 
town’s mayor, banned the concert and 
riot police were deployed to prevent 
B&H supporters and anti-fascists 
from entering the town. Berghoef 
commented: “Because of the history of 
resistance in Aalten during the German 
occupation, I wanted to make it clear 
that such a meeting is not done here”. 
Of course, the supporters of B&H 
blamed “ZOG”, the mythical “Zionist 
Occupation Government”, for the 
cancellation of their festivities. 


(left) John Huigen, one 

of the organisers of the banned 
Aalten event 

(Below) Nazi Black Block 
members at the NVU 
demonstration in Oss 

Photos: Archive Kafka 


On 31 May, it was the turn of the nazi 
Dutch People’s Union (NVU to hit the 
streets, this time in the town of Oss, 
where they went in April last year. 
In that attempt at a demonstration, 
some of the nazi “Black Block” 
members were arrested. This year they 
prepared for opposition and a week 
before the march the group met for a 
workshop on police violence. 

The nazis’ preparation availed them 
little, when the police confiscated their 
banner which carried the slogan 
“No Justice No Peace, F*** the Police”. 
The theme of the march was supposed 
to be “Against Polish migrant workers 
in the Netherlands, against the 
European Union”, but the main slogans 
were “National Socialism Now!”, “The 
national resistance is marching here” 
and “Jews out ... of Palestine”. 

Before the nazi parade, the police 
arrested 58 anti-fascists who held a legal 
rally in front of the railway station 
but were not allowed to leave by train. 
None will be prosecuted. The previous 
night, three nazis were arrested for putting 
up stickers along the NVU’s march route, 
and during the march ten local young 
people were arrested for protesting at the 
nazis’ presence. Constant Kusters, leader 
of the NVU, claimed the day was a victory 
but the impact had evaporated by the 
following Monday. ~ 


Crackdown 
under way? 


From our European Editor 
Graeme Atkinson 


RUSSIAN POLICE have uncovered 
11 far-right youth groups engaging 
in race hate attacks in Moscow and 
St Petersburg this year, a senior Russian 
interior ministry official announced on 
5 June. 

“Eleven criminal youth groups 
comprising a total of 53 people have 
been uncovered in Moscow and St 
Petersburg and their environs in 2008,” 
General Gennady Ivanov told a press 
briefing, adding that the majority of the 
groups’ members had been detained. 
He said they had been accused of 
around 40 attacks on foreigners and 
people with “non-Slavic” features. 

Ivanov’s announcement followed 
news the previous day that police in St 
Petersburg had arrested two suspects in 
connection with two murders of ethnic 
minority residents. They are accused of 
stabbing a Tajik citizen on 13 February 
and a 16-year-old Uzbek on 11 March. 
The police solved the case after 
detaining one of the suspects, a 21-year- 
old named Alekseev, after another 
serious assault in April. Alekseev turned 
in his accomplice, a plumber, also aged 
21. Both now face murder charges, but 
so far prosecutors have not added hate 
crime charges. 

Police activity against racist gangs 
has intensified in the past few months. 
A police raid on the home of the former 
leader of the Kurgan branch of the nazi 
group Russian National Unity (RNU) 
uncovered an arsenal of explosives, 
according to a report in the local 
newspaper Kurgan i Kurgantsy. 

Officers of the FSB security police 
arrested the man, whose name has not 
been revealed, on 18 March with two 
Molotov cocktails in his possession. In a 
search of his home they found extremist 
literature, homemade knives and bomb- 
making materials. The arrested nazi 
faces illegal weapons charges and could 
get up to four years in prison. 

Although most of the RNU’s 
regional branches have either 
fragmented or disappeared Kurgan 
seems to be an exception, RNU activists 
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Uniformed Russian National Unity nazis flaunt their swastika-like symbol 


still distribute literature outside a 
cinema there every week. 

In Moscow prosecutors have charged 
nine nazis with 32 attacks on ethnic 
minority citizens, including 19 murders 
and 13 attempted murders, between 
August 2006 and April 2007, according 
to a report from the [ZAR-TASS news 
agency on 16 May. The suspects are 
college and school students and include 
a young woman. 

The prosecutors allege that all the 
attacks were motivated by ethnic 
hatred, a claim reinforced by extremist 
literature found in the suspects’ 
possession and by the ethnicity of their 
victims, who included Chinese, Tajiks, 
Uzbeks, Kyrgyz, and Azerbaijanis. 
All face charges of hate crime murder 
and ethnic incitement. 

Also in Moscow a court has 
sentenced eight nazis found guilty in 
May of assault motivated by ethnic 
hatred for an attack on a Kyrgyz man on 
19 November 2006. Three were 
imprisoned for between five and six 
years, while the rest received suspended 
sentences. The defendants attacked 
their victim on a local commuter train 
while yelling the far-right slogan 
“Russia for Russians!” 

The Russian media reported late last 
year that teenage ultra-nationalist 
gangs may have been responsible for 
up to 50 race hate murders in Moscow 


in 2007. Racist attacks occur 
throughout Russia but mainly in big 
cities, including Moscow and St 
Petersburg, where the majority of 
foreigners and ethnic minority citizens 
live. Voronezh in southwest Russia, 
which has many foreign students, has 
also seen frequent attacks. 

Police handling of many of the 
attacks, however, continues to be grossly 
deficient. This was exemplified by a 
recent case in the Russian Baltic enclave 
of Kaliningrad where police detained 
three young men in connection with the 
stabbing near his home of Aleksandr 
Burger-Gasanov, a _ black lawyer 
employed by the regional government. 

Burger-Gasanov lost two litres of 
blood as a result of the ferocity of the 
attack on 9 May, which was 
accompanied by racist abuse, including 
the “N word”, which is now firmly in 
the vocabulary of the Russian far right. 
Incredibly, a police spokesman denied 
that racism was a motive for the attack, 
citing the suspects’ ridiculous claim that 
they could not tell that their victim was 
black because they attacked him at 
night. The attackers were not charged 
with attempted murder or racially 
aggravated assault, merely with 
“hooliganism”. ~ 


B With thanks to RIA Novosti, ITAR- 
TASS, the Sova Centre and the UCJS. 
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The ‘nearly man’ quits politics 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


BRUNO MEGRET has announced 
his resignation from the presidency 
of the Mouvement Nationaliste 
Républicain (MNR) and his withdrawal 
from political life. 

The announcement at the end of May 
followed several years in which the 
MNR has been barely visible, both 
among nationalists and on the wider 
political landscape. 

Mégret, 59, the son of a high-ranking 
civil servant, is an archetypal 
rightwinger who never really needed to 
stray from the mainstream 
parliamentary right and state service. 
After attending the prestigious civil 
engineering institute, the Ecole 
Nationale des Pont et Chaussées 
(School of Bridges and Roads), he 
graduated to the Institute of Higher 
National Defence Studies before 
leaving the Army as a reserve captain. 

He then went to the USA to 
complete his studies at the University of 
California in Berkeley, leaving in 1974. 
Returning to France, he enlisted in the 
rightwing Club d’Horloge and, at the 
end of the 1970s, the Gaullist Rally for 
the Republic (RPR). 

In 1981, with the arrival of a leftwing 
government, he founded the CAR 
(Republican Committees of Action), 
a political outfit with the stated goal 
“to organise resistance” on the right to 
the Socialist-Communist Union of the 
Left government. The CAR’s guiding 
policy was that there was “no enemy on 
the right”, but because Mégret could 
not find a suitable constituency in 
which to stand for parliament for the 
RPR in the 1986 elections, he left 
the RPR to join up with Jean-Marie Le 
Pen’s Front National. 

He was immediately elected to 
parliament, officially joining the FN the 
following year, and in 1989 he was 
elected to the European Parliament. 
His career in the FN advanced too. 
After directing Le Pen’s presidential 
campaign in 1988, he was elevated to 
deputy leader of the party in October 
that year, taking charge of the party’s 
education, communication, propaganda 
and demonstrations. This powerful 


Bruno Mégret: failed politician 


position gave him effective control of 
cadre training and regular contact with 
grassroots activists. 

Following social unrest in November 
and December 1995, Mégret developed 
a strategy of creating scab unions to 
increase the party’s audience. But this 
radical “Strasserite” move contrasted 
sharply with the FN’s traditionally 
virulent anti-trade unionism and 
enjoyed only limited success. 

By 1995 Meégret was almost a 
household name and in a position to 
launch his political conquest of Vitrolles, 
a small town near Marseille. But it was 
his wife Catherine who was elected 
mayor there in 1997 after Mégret was 
barred from contesting the election 
because of a conviction for campaign 
spending irregularities two years earlier. 

Mégret’s successes earned him the 


nickname “Naboléon” — a play on the 
name Napoleon, of whom Mégret is a 
great admirer, and nabot or midget 
because of Mégret’s short stature — and 
angered some FN activists and officers 
who had belonged to the party from its 
foundation, including Bernard Antony 
and Bruno Gollnisch. Le Pen was also 
getting nervous of his deputy’s all-too- 
visible ambitions and in 1998, when 
Mégret decided that he would head the 
FN list for the European elections at a 
time when Le Pen was legally barred 
from standing, it was all too much for 
the party’s veteran leader. 

Tensions exploded at an FN meeting 
on 5 December 1998 where, in front of 
journalists, the party split between 
Le Pen’s supporters and those backing 
Mégret. A legal battle began over the 
name and property of the FN, which 


Le Pen won. Forced out, Mégret set up 
the MNR in 1999 as a rival to the FN, 
gathering under its flag the old fascists 
of the Parti des Forces Nouvelles 
(PFN), radical nationalists, members of 
the Club de THorloge, part of the 
regionalist and pagan movement, and 
Pierre Vial with his Terre et Peuple 
organisation. 

The euphoria that surrounded the 
MNR’s_ formation was short-lived, 
however, because even if the MNR had 
stripped the FN of many of its officers 
and activists, it could never attain the 
kind of ballot box support commanded 
by Le Pen’s organisation. 

After the 2002 elections when 
Mégret only obtained 2.34% of the 
vote, the MNR plunged into a financial 
and political crisis that caused some its 
members to drift back to the FN, join 
Philippe de Villiers’s Mouvement pour 
France or create the new Populist Party. 

Isolated, Mégret timidly tried to 
return to prominence by taking part in a 
Union of Patriots to support the 
presidential campaign of Le Pen. 
The move was a flop. 

Nevertheless, the following months 
held more unpleasant surprises for him, 
not least the fact that some nationalist 
activists were intent on creating a new 
far-right party that would mop up the 
entire non-FN far-right, including all 
the old components of the MNR. 

Gathering veterans of the PFN, FN 
and MNR, the activists regrouped around 
the journal Synthése National and held a 
congress on 1 June in Paris to launch the 
Nouvelle Droit Populaire (NDP). 

Mégret’s announcement of his 
departure days before the NDP’s launch 
was thus not entirely innocent. Indeed, 
it was made in the knowledge that he 
would have to jump before he was 
pushed out by his party’s diminishing 
ranks on their way to the NDP. 

In effect, Mégret’s voluntary exit 
signified the demise of a “nearly man’, 
a politician who, despite his 
undoubted (and dangerous) talents as 
an organiser, was never able to assert 
himself as the leader of a serious 
political formation. ~= 


5-6): Endoftheline for 
former FN president 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/ 
Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 
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THE FORMER PRESIDENT of the Belgian Front 
National (FN) has been sentenced to one year in prison 
and fined €100 (£80) for fraud. Daniel Féret (pictured), 
together with his partner, Audrey Rorive, forged 
signatures, including those of dead people, in an attempt 
to obtain enough signatures for the FN to stand in the 
European elections in June 2004. 

Rorive, an MP for the FN in the Brussels regional 
parliament, was given a suspended sentence of nine 
months’ imprisonment and a fine of €100. Imposing the 
sentences on 2 June, the court in Namur stated this was 
not the first time the FN had falsified signatures. 

After sentencing the pair in their absence, the judge 
demanded the immediate arrest of Féret, who is believed 
to be at his villa in Cap d’Agde on the Céte d’Azur in 
France, a property that his former allies have repeatedly 
accused him of buying with party funds. Speaking from 
the villa Féret described the verdict as a “plot” against 
himself and the FN and declared his intention to appeal 
against his conviction. 

In April 2006, Féret and his former assistant Georges- 
Henri Tonnelier, a self-proclaimed warrior against the 
“Jewish international”, were convicted by the Appeal 
Court in Brussels on charges of racism and incitement to 
racial discrimination and hatred. Féret was sentenced 
to ten years’ exclusion from political office. 

He was also ordered to perform 250 hours of 
community service in a Brussels organisation that 
looks after immigrants and asylum-seekers. This made 
the right-wing extremist furious and he threatened 
to seek political asylum in Russia if forced to complete 
the sentence. 

Despite welcoming words from far-rightists in 
Moscow, Féret did not abscond but did encounter 
considerably difficulty in finding an organisation that 
would allow him to carry out his community service. 
To hardly anyone’s surprise, there was no body that looks 
after immigrants and asylum-seekers willing to have the 
former fascist leader under its feet for 250 hours. ~< 


‘Unsuitable’ slogans lead to mass arrests 


From Mikael Ekman for EXPO and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


POLICE IN STOCKHOLM arrested 
114 fascist extremists for giving the 
Nazi salute and chanting racist slogans 
on 6 June, Sweden's National Day. 
In both Stockholm and Gothenburg, 
confrontations broke out between 
fascists and their anti-fascist opponents. 

The clashes took some of the shine 
off what is, for the nazis, a big day in 
their calendar. Preparations for the so- 
called People’s March had gone on for 
several weeks and on the day over a 
thousand nazis headed to Stockholm to 
parade through the streets. The biggest 
group on the demonstration was the 
National Socialist Front, whose 
supporters turned up wearing blue and 
yellow shirts. 

Opposition erupted as soon as the 
nazi march started along a route lined 
with opponents who were shouting 
slogans and pelting them with bottles 
and flares. The nazis responded 
aggressively, especially the hardcore 
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Swedish = Resistance © Movement 
(SMR), which was bringing up the rear. 
Its supporters tried to charge into the 
anti-fascists and use their banners as 
weapons. Baton-swinging police were 
quick to force them back into the 
marchers’ ranks. 

Angry SMR supporters then broke 
the rules of the march and started 
yelling slogans, despite an agreement to 
march in silence. The slogans shouted 
by the around 100 SMR activists were 
“Adolf Hitler” and “Heil Hitler”, 
accompanied by illegal Nazi salutes. 

After a short distance, the nazis were 
forced to stop and wait until police 
dispersed anti-fascist counter- 
demonstrators who had blocked the 
road. Several nazis made speeches at the 
final rally. The clearest message came 
from the SMR’s Magnus Sdderman, 
who threatened: “We will win and then 
we will drive the liars out of the temple 
of lies with both whips and clubs”. 


After his speech, the SMR 
contingent collectively started to give 
the Hitler salute. As the meeting 
closed, police moved in to grab all 
the SMR nazis (and some others). 
They arrested 114 of them for breaking 
laws against incitement of hatred 
and carted them off to various 
police stations where they were 
identified and questioned. Other nazi 
groups strongly criticised the SMR, 
saying that its chanting had harmed 
the movement. 

Their anger was so widespread that 
some leading nazis called for a boycott 
of the SMR next year, forcing it for the 
first time ever to issue an 
uncharacteristic apology, which read: 
“The Resistance Movement wants to 
apologise for the transgressions we 
made in relation to the march. The 
slogans that were shouted at the 
beginning of the march were unsuitable 
... We apologise for this.” ~= 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY’S German 
nazi friends in the National Democratic 
Party (NPD) now have representatives on 
every county council in the eastern 
German state of Saxony. In one town they 
even managed to win more than a 
quarter of the votes. 

The party's latest success in the region 
came in county elections on 7 June when 
almost three million voters went to the 
polls. The NPD averaged 5.1% across the 
state, increasing its vote from 41,000 in 
2004 to 160,000. In two counties, the NPD 
finished ahead of the Social Democrats. 

The gains made by the NPD, however, 
were dwarfed by the vote for the 
democratic parties. The conservative 
Christian Democrats emerged as clear 
winners with 39.5% while the Left Party 
took 18.7%, ahead of the Social 
Democrats with 11.5%. 

The results, which leave the NPD with 
44 members on ten county councils, 
confirmed the headway the nazis have 
made in Saxony, building on their 9.2% in 
the 2004 regional parliament elections. 

Earlier, the NPD had held its 23rd 
national conference, attended by 223 
delegates, in Bamberg on 24 and 25 May. 
With politicians still making noises about 
legal moves to ban the party, media 
interest was higher than usual. However 
the NPD did not grant all journalists 
credentials to report the proceedings, 
excluding well known observers of the 
NPD such as Andrea Répke. Although 
the NPD leadership tried hard tried to 
paint a picture of harmony there was 


(left to right) Peter Marx, Holger Apfel, Andreas Molau, Udo Voigt, Sascha Rossmiiller 
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much potential for conflict. 

First, there was a debate about the 
financial affairs of the party, centring on its 
treasurer Erwin Kemna, who is still in 
custody accused of embezzling an 
estimated €670,000 (£531,000) from the 
party. On one hand, the party executive 
claimed he was. allowed to run 
“exceptional financial operations” because 
the party has a difficult relationship with 
Germany's banks, which do not really 
want a nazi party as a customer. 

On the other hand, Jurgen Rieger, the 
frequently convicted lawyer and chairman 
of the NPD in Hamburg, argued that there 
were indications that Kemna took the 
money to support his private company, 
which had financial problems. Udo 
Pastors, chairman of the NPD faction in the 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern regional 
parliament, said the party's executive 
committee bore the main responsibility. 

Whether or not he was _ partly 
responsible for the alleged rip-off, Udo 
Voigt was re-elected national chairman of 
the NPD. In his keynote speech he raved 
on about the NPD's fight for a 
Volksgemeinschaft (racial community) 
and “nationaler Sozialismus', a sophistic 
and legalistic combination of words to 
demonstrate that the NPD stands for (the 
still illegal) National Socialism. 

Taking a leaf out of the book of his Nazi 
predecessors, Voigt claimed the Left Party 
was the main enemy of the NPD at 
present and declared that “the social 
question is a national question and can 
only be solved in a national way" Also re- 
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elected were two of Voigt’s three 
deputies, Sascha Rossmtiller and Holger 
Apfel, but his third henchman, Peter Marx, 
was replaced by Rieger. 

The vote for Rieger, who has been a 
fascist activist since the end of the 1960s, 
was a surprise and a further sign of the 
party's inexorable movement towards 
open nazism. As a lawyer, he acts on 
behalf of all kinds of nazis and in recent 
years has had responsibility for applying 
to the authorities for leave to stage the 
annual march in memory of Rudolf Hess. 
The prosecution authorities in Mannheim 
have been investigating Rieger for 
Holocaust denial since September 2007. 

Andreas Molau, a fellow member 
of the NPD's executive committee and 
a would-be party moderniser, said 
Rieger's elevation to the leadership was 
“a catastrophe for the party” Rieger 
retaliated a week later at a meeting of so- 
called Freie Kameradschaften activists, 
calling Molau a “reactionary” because he 
had recommended the newspaper Junge 
Freiheit to him. 

Voigt again distanced the NPD from 
the so-called Autonomous Nationalists 
(AN), criticising their “left-wing” dress style 
which, he said, is not one that represents 
the NPD. He also condemned their 
tactics, arguing that fisticuffs with police 
officers are not the NPD’s way of doing 
things. With the AN growing, it looks likely 
that there will be much fraught 


discussion about the course the NPD will 
take in the coming months, the election 
success in Saxony notwithstanding. ~<a 


International 


Rome mayor would honour fascist leader 


By Alfio Bernabei 


44 Racism must become the food of everyone and for everyone, 
if we really want to establish in Italy a racial conscience, alive in 
each individual. Our racism must be that of the blood, the blood 
that runs in my veins; the blood that | can analyse and compare 
with the blood of others. Our racism must be the racism of the 
flesh and of the muscles and the racism of our spirit, without 
forgetting that the spirit resides in specific bodies, which reside 
in specific countries. |am not talking of a spirit wandering in the 
uncertain shadows of different traditions of anon-existent and 
false universalism. Otherwise we would end up by lending 
support to peoples of a mixed race and of Jews; of Jews who just 
as they have been able to change their names to hide among us, 
will easily be able, without even bothering to engage in difficult 
and expensive practices, to feign a change in their spirit and 
present themselves as more Italian than us; or pretend to be 
such and succeed in presenting themselves as such. There is only 
one solid proof that can put an end to peoples of mixed race and 
Jewishness, that is the proof of the blood, 77 


THE AUTHOR of these words, 
Giorgio Almirante, is to have a street 
named after him in Rome if Gianni 
Alemanno, the new rightwing mayor, 
has his way. A militant fascist in his 
youth, Alemanno, who wears a Celtic 
Cross round his neck, a symbol used by 
nazis, and whose wife is the daughter of 
the veteran fascist Pino Rauti, still 
under investigation for a terrorist 
attack, clearly intends to consolidate the 
revisionist trend and put a fascist stamp 
on the capital. In spite of the many 
problems besetting a town of over two 
million people he placed the naming of 
the street among the priority issues for 
the new administration. 

Almirante became a champion of 
racism while working for a publication 
called In Defence of the Race under the 
Mussolini regime. He later joined 
Mussolini's Salo Republic, which 
was under the control of Adolf Hitler. 
In May 1944 he signed the measures 
which led to the killing of 83 
antifascists. After the war Almirante 
was instrumental in setting up the 
Movimento Sociale Italiano (MSI), 
the neofascist party of which 


Gianfranco Fini, currently speaker of 
the Lower House, was to become 
National Secretary in the 1980s. 

The quotation above was cited in 
Parliament last month by a lone MP. 


It did not result, as one might have 
hoped, in the start of a campaign to stop 
the naming of the street going ahead. 
After Berlusconi’s latest election victory 
the climate has turned very much in 
favour of more historical revisionism to 
whitewash fascism. The degree of 
acquiescence in this process is very 
similar to what happened in the early 
1930s when after ten years of fascism 
people became used to Mussolini being 
in power and anti-regime protests — 
national and international — virtually 
stopped. 

Italian antifascists today are 
dangerously close to being treated like 
an unwanted minority. Protests by the 
more militant ones are described 
by the media as juvenile delinquency. 
At the end of May a group of students 
sought to prevent Roberto Fiore, leader 
of the fascist group Forza Nuova 
and now an MEP - entitled to a salary 
of €134,291 (£106,000) plus annual 
staff allowance of €185,952 — to take 
the stage at Rome’s principal university, 
La Sapienza. The meeting would have 
accorded Fiore a degree of legitimacy 
at one of Italy’s most prestigious 
academic institution. 

The antifascist students were tearing 
down posters promoting the visit when 
FN militants arrived, apparently armed 
with clubs and a knife. A fight erupted. 


After a court hearing police confirmed 
the arrests of two FN members and one 
of the students. 

Government, opposition and the 
media took an equidistant view of the 
incident, treating both fascists and 
antifascists as violent troublemakers. 
It is the continuation of the process that 
began when the neofascist politicians 
brought in by Berlusconi insisted on 
putting on the same level the 
nazifascists (“the Salé boys”) and the 
antifascists during the Second World 
War. Having nearly won that part of the 
argument, the right now wants to 
achieve the same with the activities of 
neofascists and antifascists, placing 
them on the same level of significance. 

There is even more confusion on the 
issue of racism. Having actively 
contributed to creating xenophobic 
feelings over the past few years by 
highlighting the foreign nationalities of 
those involved in violent crimes, the 
media now find themselves almost 
complicit in the endless episodes of 
harassment against immigrants and 
Roma mounted by racist vigilante 
groups. 

Equally worrying is the fact that 
unlike in other European countries, 
where deportations of _ illegal 
immigrants also occur and detention 
centres exist as much as in Italy, but 
politicians measure their words to avoid 
giving succour to racist sentiments, in 
Italy the opposite happens. Politicians 
of both right and left are doing their 
Enoch Powell bit. Thus racists can say, 
“We are just following their example”. 
Different in substance as are the insults 
of a Northern League politician who 
promises to send pigs on soil destined 
for a mosque and the words of Walter 
Veltroni, now leader of the opposition, 
who last year claimed that 75% of those 
arrested in Rome were Romanians (thus 
giving succour to those baying for mass 
deportations), there is little difference in 
terms of irresponsibility. 

The targeting of Roma as the main 
source of crime highlights the moral 
bankruptcy of racist politicians. They 
should explain instead why the Mafia 
controls 7% of Italy’s GDP. ~= 


— David Edgar, Searchlight 
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Edited by Mark Perryman 


Featuring chapters by Billy Bragg, Paul Gilroy, Rupa Huq, Tom Nairn and others, 
‘Imagined Nation’ explores the possibilities for England after Britain. A multicultural 
nation, capable of addressing the legacies of history yet confident enough to 
construct an inclusive future. In rejecting a racialised version of Englishness, the 
book confronts one of the core ideas of the Far Right and outlines an alternative 
model for a progressive patriotism. 


Published by Lawrence & Wishart, the book is available direct from waww.philosophyfootball.com 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


Join the growing movement for 


All across Britain people are signing up to the HOPE not hate campaign. 


Over 3,000 people have already done so but we need more if we are to 
build a movement that can defeat the BNP in the European elections. 


We need local organisers, activists and people who can work 
behind the scenes. Whatever your abilities, whatever your 
time commitments, there is something for you to do. 


The HOPE not hate campaign will hold a national 
organising school in autumn, but between now and then 
we want to build an alliance of organisations and 
individuals that can spread our message of HOPE. 

So if you want to help stop the BNP from winning MEPs, 
which would give the party far more influence and 
money than its London Assembly seat ever will, then 
please do sign up to the HOPE not hate campaign. ( : 
You will be in good company. 
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